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HISTORY 
 
 The Independent Order of Vikings is a fraternal organization founded in Chicago, Illinois, June 2, 
1890.  When its Grand Lodge was organized in 1892, the Order listed among its objectives, the opening 
of reading rooms, and the establishment of a common fund for furnishing death benefits and life 
insurance. 
 Membership in the Order grew to the extent that by 1942 the number of members was 13,371 
from lodges in 22 states.  Some of the various activities in the history of the order have been the 
sponsoring of glee clubs, picnics, conventions, reading rooms, and the establishment of athletic 
associations, and Independent Order Ladies of Vikings, a "Junior League", and a retirement center called 
Valhalla Home.  The Order, originally founded for Swedish descendants only, is now open to all 
Scandinavian-Americans and their spouses. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS 
 
 The records of the Independent Order of Vikings occupy five boxes and are arranged into five 
general categories:  History, Administration, Programs, Clippings, and Independent Order Ladies of 
Vikings.  Span dates for this series are February 1907 through May 1976, although the bulk of the records 
deal with the period 1959 to 1976.  Much of the collection is from the files of Evert Winter, who served 
on the Committee on Laws (ca.1959-1969) and the Valhalla Home Committee (ca.1957-1967). 
 The History Category occupies four folders in box 1, the first of which contains a booklet on the 
history of Bragge Lodge, Number 2, a prominent lodge in the history of the Order.  Folder 2 contains two 
constitutions in booklet form.  Bylaws from eleven different lodges occupy folder 3 and rituals for the 
Order and Junior Order occupy folder 4. 
 The Administration category includes the minutes, reports, and correspondence of both the 
national body and subordinate committees.  The biannual regular meeting minutes and Executive Council 
minutes occupy the remaining folders of box 1 and folders 1-3 of box 2.  Membership lists of the 
Executive Council from 1959 to 1967 occupy folder 4, and folder 5 houses the financial reports of the 
Order.  The correspondence in folder 6 are from the Evert Winter files. 
 Records for the Committee on Laws, which deal with constitutional matters, occupy folders 7 and 
8.  These records are arranged in roughly chronological order, original order being preserved. 
 The Valhalla Home, located in Gurnee, Illinois, until was a home for the aged.  Box 3, folders 
1-9, contain records from Evert Winter's files concerning the Valhalla Home.  Miscellaneous committee 
reports from Evert Winter's files occupy folder 10. 



 

 
 
 

 The Programs category contains brochures, programs, and memorabilia related to the various 
social events of the Order.  Certain Swedish-American athletic associations in the city of Chicago were 
affiliated with the Order, and some programs from these organizations occupy box 3, folder 11. 
 The Clippings category occupies one folder containing clippings dealing with the entire spectrum 
of the Order. 
 The Independent Order Ladies of Vikings category occupies one half-box with two folders, a 
constitution from 1908 and the minutes of the Alfid Lodge, Number 10, for 1907 to 1915. 
 
PROVENANCE: These records of the Independent Order of Vikings were given to the Swedish 

Pioneer Historical Society Archives by Evert Winter and unknown others.  
Original order for the Committee on Laws has been preserved. 

 
ACCESS RESTRICTIONS: There are no access restrictions on the materials, and the collection is open 
to all members of the public.  However, the researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming with the 
laws of libel, privacy, and copyright that may be involved in the use of this collection. 
 
PROCESSOR:  Eric K. Lundberg, March 1985 
 
CONTAINER LIST 
 
BOX FOLDER FOLDER TITLES SPAN DATES 
HISTORY 
1 1 History  1892-1942 
1 2 Constitutions 1946, 1976 
1 3 Bylaws: Various Lodges ca. 1916-1959 
1 4 Rituals 1934, 1963 
ADMINISTRATION: BIANNUAL REGULAR MEETING 
1 5 Minutes 1955-1965 
1 6 Minutes 1969-1975 
1 7 Reports: Grand Secretary 1959-1965, 1969 
ADMINISTRATION: EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
1 8 Minutes 1959-1961 
1 9 Minutes 1961-1963 
2 1 Minutes  1963-1965 
2 2 Minutes 1965-1967 
2 3 Minutes 1967-1969 
2 4 Executive Council Memberships 1959-1967 
2 5 Financial Reports 1959-1968 
2 6 Correspondence: Administrative 1960-1969 
COMMITTEE ON LAWS 
2 7 Evert Winter Files 1959-1962 
2 8 Evert Winter Files 1963-1969 
VALHALIA HOME 
3 1 Illinois Department of Insurance Document 1961 
3 2 Reports: Valhalla Home Committee 1957-1964 
3 3 Reports: Valhalla Home Committee 1965-1967 



 

 
 
 

3 4 Finance 1959-1966 
3 5 Application n.d. 
3 6 Evert Winter Files 1963-1965 
VALHALIA HOME BUILDING COMMITTEE 
3 7 Reports 1963-1965 
3 8 Architectural Drawings  1964 
3 9 Correspondence 1963-1964 
MISCELLANEOUS COMMITTEES 
3 10 Reports  1965-1974 
PROGRAMS 
3 11 Affiliated Athletic Associations 1948-1976 
3 12 Biannual Conventions  1957-1961 
3 13 Biannual Conventions 1965-1975 
3 14 Memorabilia 1963, 1965, 1975 
4 1 Annual Outing: “Viking Day Herald” 1938-1952 
4 2 Annual Outing: “Viking Day Herald” 1965-1969 
4 3 Fiftieth Jubilee Celebration 1940 
4 4 Miscellaneous brochures and invitations ca. 1963-1968  
CLIPPINGS 
4 5 Clippings  ca. 1948-1968  
INDEPENDENT ORDER LADIES OF VIKINGS 
5 1 Constitution 1908 
5 2 Minutes: Alfrid Lodge No. 10 1907-1915 
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