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HISTORY 
 
 The Swedish Cultural Society (Riksföreningen för Svenskhetens Bevarande i Utlandet) was 
organized in the United States in 1910.  In 1923 it was reorganized on a broader basis and a new 
constitution was adopted in 1946. 
 Riksföreningen för Svenskhetens Bevarande i Utlandet (The Swedish Cultural Society) was 
founded in Sweden in 1908.  Its purpose was to keep in contact with Swedes abroad and those of Swedish 
descent in foreign countries.  The background for the founding of this organization was the emigration 
over the Atlantic. 
 The chief purpose of the Society is to work for the preservation of the Swedish language and the 
Swedish culture among Americans of Swedish birth or descent.  Another important aim is to acquaint 
other Americans with Sweden and Swedish life and culture. 
 The local chapters of the Society are located in Chicago, Duluth, Rockford, Minneapolis, 
Cleveland, New York, Buffalo, North California, Los Angeles, Seattle, East Orange, N.J., and until 1972, 
Oak Park, Illinois. 
 Most of the local chapters have public meetings every month or every other month, providing 
suitable programs including:  lectures, addresses, and films or slides of an informative nature. 
 The Society's official journal is entitled "Kultur-arvet" (The Cultural Heritage), which is 
published quarterly.  Through the Society's connection with Riksföreningen for Svenskhetens Bevarande i 
Utlandet members receive the magazine "Allsvensk Samling" now entitled "Sverigekontact."  
 
DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS 
 
 The records of the Swedish Cultural Society occupy fifteen boxes and are arranged into six 
categories:  Supreme Council, Riksföreningen för Svenskhetens Bevarande i Utlandet, Nation Wide 
Chapters, Oak Park Chapter, Rockford Chapter, and Chicago Chapter.  They do not span the entire history 
of the organization; the bulk of records date from 1940 through 1970, and are predominantly in Swedish. 
 The Supreme Council category occupies boxes 1 through 6 and part of box 7.  This category is 
further divided into three subcategories:  Organizational Structure and History, Finance, and 
Correspondence.  Within the organizational subcategory are the history and the constitution of the 
Supreme Council, which occupy folders 1 and 2 respectively.  Folders 2 and 3 contain the minutes of the 
Supreme Council from 1924 to 1973.  Lists of Supreme Council Board members, ca. 1940 to 1973 are in 
folder 5. In folder 6 are chapter minutes from New York City, Minneapolis, and Philadelphia.  Reports to 
the Supreme Council, dated from 1939 to 1970 are in folder 7.  Undated reports and correspondences to 
the Supreme Council are in folder 8.  In folder 9 are lists of nation-wide members from 1967 to 1973.  
Folder 10 houses miscellaneous ballots, songs and poems dated from 1914 to 1961. 



 

 
 
 

 Records within the Finance category occupy boxes 2-4.  Financial reports from 1973 are housed 
in folder 1.  In folder 2 are the chapter's financial reports to the Supreme Council from 1946-1953.  
Financial correspondence from the secretary to the treasurer, 1957-1958, occupy folder 3.  A financial 
ledger occupies folder 4, while folders 5 and 6 contain miscellaneous financial information for the years 
1929-1934 and 1970-1971.  Income records occupy four folders and disbursements nine.  Bank 
statements and checks occupy the remaining folders of box 4. 
 Correspondence of the Supreme Council occupies boxes 5, 6 and six folders of box 7.  General 
correspondence, 1933-1976, is contained in seven folders and organized chronologically.  General 
correspondence to members, 1947-1953, is housed in eight folders and organized alphabetically.  Folders 
7 and 8 of box 6 house financial correspondence to the secretary, 1947-1949.  Outgoing correspondence 
in original order, 1947-1948 and 1964 occupy box 9.  Correspondence among committee members, 
1948-1952, and 1958 occupy box 7, folders 1 and 2.  Correspondence to the Riksföreningen för 
Svenskhetens Beverande i Utlandet, 1968-1970, is in folder 3.  Book purchase inquiries occupy folders 4 
and 5 and folder 6 contains miscellaneous articles for publishing. 
 The Riksföreningen för Svenskhetens Bevarande i Utlandet records occupy the remainder of box 
7 and box 8.  This category is further divided into financial records and correspondence. 
 In folder 7 of box 7 are the yearly programs from 1923, 1955, 1968, and 1970.  Within the 
finance sub-category are donations to the Riksföreningen för Svenskhetens Bevarande i Utlandet from 
1949.  In folder 9 are housed the disbursements from 1953 through 1956.  Provenance is kept in this 
subcategory. 
 In the correspondence sub-category is housed correspondence, itemized chronologically, between 
the Riksföreningen in Gothenburg and the Supreme Council in the U.S. Original order is maintained.  The 
itemized correspondence 1946-1953 are in folders 10-13 of box 7 and folder 1 of box 8.  In folders 2-8 is 
general correspondence from 1931-1932, 1947-1952, 1955-1962, and 1969-1973. 
 The Nation-wide chapters category occupies box 9.  It consists of correspondence from the 
nation-wide chapters with the Supreme Council.  In folder 1, correspondence with the Oak Park chapter is 
housed.  They date from 1946 through 1953.  The Duluth chapter's correspondence dating from 1947 
through 1953 is in folder 2.  Folder 3 holds the St. Peters chapter's correspondence from 1947 through 
1951.  The Minneapolis chapter's correspondence is in folder 4, dating from 1946 through 1964.  The East 
Orange chapter in New Jersey, dating from 1946 through 1952, are in folder 5.  In folder 6 are 
correspondence of the Cleveland chapter, 1946 through 1952.  In folder 7 are housed the San Francisco 
chapter's correspondence, dating from 1950 through 1953.  The New York chapter's correspondence is in 
folder 8 from 1948 through 1953.  In folder 9 are the Seattle chapter's correspondence dating from 1946 
through 1952.  The Rockford chapter's correspondence dating from 1951 through 1952 is in folder 10.  In 
folder 11 are the Buffalo chapter's correspondence from 1950.  The Los Angeles chapter's correspondence 
is housed in folder 12, dating from 1947 through 1951.  In folder 13 is housed correspondence with 
various nation-wide chapters and the Supreme Council.  Provenance has been kept throughout this entire 
category. 
 The Oak Park records occupy boxes 10 and 11.  This category is further divided into 
subcategories:  Organizational Structure, Finance, and Correspondence.  Within the Organizational 
Structure subcategory are the minutes kept in a ledger in box 10, dating from 1930 through 1957.  In box 
11, folder 1 are the minutes dating from 1958 through 1972.  The membership lists from 1938 through 
1971 are in folder 2.  In folder 3 are miscellaneous songs and clippings. 
 The Finance subcategory is housed in folder 4, dating from 1940 through 1970. 
 The correspondence subcategory is housed in folders 5-7, entitled General Correspondences.  In 
folder 5 and 6 is the general correspondence from 1938 through 1972.  The undated correspondence is 
housed in folder 7. 



 

 
 
 

 The Rockford chapter records consist only of correspondence from 1967 through 1969 and a 
songbook.  The occupy folder 8. 
 The Chicago chapter records occupy boxes 11-15.  This category is further divided into 
subcategories:  Organizational Structure, Finance, and Correspondence.  Within the Organizational 
Structure subcategory are the chapter's by-laws in folder 9 of box 11.  The yearly reports dating from 
1968 through 1983 are housed in folder 10.  The minutes are in folder 11 and 12 of box 11 and folders 1-3 
of box 12.  They date from 1930 through 1974.  Membership lists from 1932 through 1973 are in folder 4.  
In folder 5 are programs dating from 1934 through 1983.  Clippings are in folders 6 and 7.  They date 
from circa 1930 through 1970. 
 The Finance subcategory occupies part of box 12, box 13, and part of box 14.  The financial 
reports are in folder 8, box 12 dating from 1937 through 1949.  Financial records are housed in folder 9 of 
box 11 and folders 1 and 2 of box 13.  They date from 1948 through 1972.  The bank statements from the 
Commercial Bank in Chicago from 1962 through 1969 are in folder 3.  Cash ledgers from 1930 through 
1971 are in folders 4-7 of box 13 and folders 1-3 in box 14. 
 In the Correspondence subcategory, general correspondence is housed in folders 4-6 of box 14 
and folders 1-4 of box 15.  They consist of the years 1923 through 1985.  In folder 4 the correspondence 
is undated. 
 
PROVENANCE:  Received circa 1970. 
 
ACCESS RESTRICTIONS: There are no access restrictions on the materials, and the collection is open 
to all members of the public.  However, the researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming with the 
laws of libel, privacy, and copyright that may be involved in the use of this collection. 
 
PROCESSOR:  John W. H. Erickson, 6 April 1985 
 
CONTAINER LIST 
 
BOX FOLDER FOLDER TITLES SPAN DATES 
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND HISTORY – SUPREME COUNCIL 
1 1 History: Riskföreningen för Svenskhetens Bevarande i 

Ultandet  
1938, 1966 

1 2 Constitution and Bylaws 1924, 1933, 
1946, 1970 

1 3 Minutes 1924-1939 
1 4 Minutes  1940-1973 
1 5 Board Members ca. 1940-1973 
1 6 Regional Chapter Minutes 1927-1938 
1 7 Reports  1939-1970 
1 8 Reports and Correspondence n.d. 
1 9 Nationwide Members 1967-1973 
1 10 Miscellaneous—Ballots, Poems, Songs 1914-1961 
FINANCE 
2 1 Reports 1973 
2 2 Chapter Records 1946-1953 
2 3 Correspondence 1957-1958 
2 4 Ledger 1930-1956 



 

 
 
 

2 5 Records 1929-1934 
2 6 Records 1970-1971 
2 7 Income 1956-1958 
2 8 Income 1957-1968 
2 9 Income 1969-1970 
3 1 Income 1971-1976 
3 2 Disbursements 1946-1951 
3 3 Disbursements 1953-1954 
3 4 Disbursements 1955-1956 
3 5 Disbursements 1956-1958 
3 6 Disbursements 1958-1959 
3 7 Disbursements 1958-1960 
4 1 Disbursements 1960-1961 
4 2 Disbursements 1964-1967 
4 3 Disbursements 1973-1976 
4 4 Bank Statements 1953-1958 
4 5 Bank Statements 1958-1961 
4 6 Bank Statements and Checks 1964 
4 7 Checks 1965-1967 
4 8 Bank Statements 1973 
4 9 Bank Statements 1973-1976 
CORRESPONDENCE 
5 1 General  1933-1961 
5 2 General 1962-1969 
5 3 General 1970 
5 4 General 1971 
5 5 General 1972 
5 6 General 1973 
5 7 General 1974-1976 
5 8 General to Members; A-D 1947-1953 
5 9 General to Members; E-F 1947-1953 
6 1 General to Members; G-I 1947-1953 
6 2 General to Members; J-L 1947-1953 
6 3 General to Members; M-N 1947-1953 
6 4 General to Members; O-P 1947-1953 
6 5 General to Members; Q-T 1947-1953 
6 6 General to Members; U-W 1947-1953 
6 7 Financial Secretary 1947-1948 
6 8 Financial Secretary 1948-1949 
6 9 Outgoing 1947-1948, 1969 
7 1 Committee Members 1948-1952 
7 2 Committee Members 1958 
7 3 Riskföreningen för Svenskhetens Bevarande i Ultandet 1968-1970 
7 4 Book and Newspaper 1956-1958 
7 5 Book and Newspaper Pending  1957 
7 6 Manuscripts for Publications n.d. 



 

 
 
 

RIKSFŐRENINGEN FŐR SVENSKHETENS BEVARANDE I UTLANDET 
7 7 Yearly programs 1923, 1955, 

1968, 1970 
FINANCE 
7 8 Donations 1949 
7 9 Disbursements 1953-1956 
CORRESPONDENCE 
7 10 Itemized 1-17 1946-1947 
7 11 Itemized 18-30 1948 
7 12 Itemized 31-40 1949 
7 13 Itemized 41-51 1950 
8 1 Itemized 52-81 1951-1953 
8 2 General  1931-1932 
8 3 General 1947-1952 
8 4 General 1955-1958 
8 5 General 1959-1962 
8 6 General 1969-1972 
8 7 General 1970-1971 
8 8 General 1971-1973 
CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN CHAPTERS AND NATIONAL COUNCIL                                            
9 1 Oak Park, Illinois 1946-1953 
9 2 Duluth, Minnesota 1947-1953 
9 3 St. Peter, Minnesota 1947-1954 
9 4 Minneapolis, Minnesota 1946-1964 
9 5 East Orange, New Jersey 1946-1952 
9 6 Cleveland, Ohio 1946-1952 
9 7 San Francisco, California 1950-1953 
9 8 New York, New York 1948-1952 
9 9 Seattle, Washington 1946-1952 
9 10 Rockford, Illinois 1951-1952 
9 11 Buffalo, New York 1950 
9 12 Los Angeles, California 1947-1951 
9 13 Chapter Correspondence with Supreme Council 1957-1958 
OAK PARK CHAPTER: ORAGNIZATIONAL STRUCTURES 
10  Ledger, Minutes 1930-1957 
11 1 Minutes  1958-1972 
11 2 Memberships 1938-1971 
11 3 Miscellaneous: Clippings, Songs n.d. 
OAK PARK CHAPTER: FINANCE 
11 4 Financial Statements 1949-1970 
OAK PARK CHAPTER: CORRESPONDENCE 
11 5 General  1938-1959 
11 6 General 1960-1972 
11 7 General n.d. 
ROCKFORD CHAPTER 
11 8 General and Songbook 1967-1969 



 

 
 
 

CHICAGO CHAPTER: ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 
11 9 By-Laws  
11 10 Yearly Reports 1968-1983 
11 11 Minutes 1930-1939 
11 12 Minutes 1940-1944 
12 1 Minutes 1945-1949 
12 2 Minutes 1950-1959 
12 3 Minutes 1960-1974 
12 4 Memberships 1932-1973 
12 5 Programs  1934-1983 
12 6 Clippings ca. 1930-1970 
12 7 Clippings ca. 1950-1960 
CHICAGO CHAPTER: FINANCE 
12 8 Reports  1937-1949 
12 9 Records 1948-1959 
13 1 Records 1960-1964 
13 2 Records 1965-1972 
13 3 Bank Statements 1962-1969 
13 4 Ledger  1930-1939 
13 5 Ledger 1931-1967, 

1931-1971 
13 6 Ledger 1937-1949 
13 7 Ledger 1940-1949 
14 1 Ledger 1945-1970 
14 2 Ledger 1950-1965 
14 3 Ledger 1954-1967, 

1963-1971 
CHICAGO CHAPTER: CORRESPONDENCE 
14 4 General  1932-1949 
14 5 General 1950-1965 
14 6 General 1966-1968 
15 1 General 1969 
15 2 General 1970-1979 
15 3 General 1980-1985 
15 4 General n.d. 
 
 


	F.M. Johnson Archives and Special CollectionsBrandel Library, North Park University3225 W. Foster Ave. Chicago, IL 60625tel. 773-244-6224 ● archives@northpark.edu
	Swedish Cultural Society Records, 1914-1985

	BOX
	FOLDER
	FOLDER TITLES
	SPAN DATES

