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HISTORY 
 
 On January 19, 1926, a meeting of representative Swedish-American women was held at 
the Swedish Club of Chicago for the purpose of organizing a society, the aim of which would be 
to foster and encourage interest in the culture of the land from which they had come.  The result 
of this meeting was the formation of the American Daughters of Sweden.  The organization was 
incorporated on September 1, 1926 under the laws of the state of Illinois, and Mrs. Othelia 
Myhrman was elected president. 
 The American Daughters of Sweden have participated in a variety of activities, a major 
one being the establishment of a scholarship fund for girls of Swedish descent.  The scholarship 
fund is intended to help young women who are studying Swedish at the University of Chicago, 
North Park University (then College) in Chicago, Augustana College in Rock Island, Illinois, 
and for 7-18 year olds at Concordia Language Village in Moorhead, Minnesota. 
 The American Daughters have worked with the Red Cross and the Save The Children 
Federation as well, and have been members of the Illinois Federation of Women's Club. 
 The organization participates in the annual Chicago International Festival and other 
events within the Swedish community in Chicago, and sponsors bazaars, games parties, and 
scholarship luncheons annually. 
 The American Daughters publish a monthly newsletter, The American Daughters of 
Sweden and a cookbook, Swedish Recipes Old and New, which has been their chief fundraising 
activity. 
 The American Daughters, with a current membership of approximately 306 women, 
continue to offer scholarships and hold annual activities to keep alive and foster the heritage of 
Sweden. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS 
 
 The records of the American Daughters of Sweden (A.D.S.) occupy twenty boxes and are 
arranged into eight categories:  History and Constitutions, Governing Board, Finances, 
Membership, Correspondence, Programs, Yearbooks/Scrapbooks, and Clippings.  They span the 
entire history of the organization. 



 

 
 
 

 Records pertaining to the history, constitutions, and by-laws of this organization are 
housed in the first box.  The first folder contains a history book for the years 1926-1977.  The 
second folder contains the constitution and bylaws, undated, and the third folder holds 
incorporation documents, which includes applications and certificates of charter. 
 Records of the Governing Board occupy box 1, folder 4 through box 5, folder 16.  
Minutes of the Governing Board occupy fifteen folders.  Announcements, resolutions, ballots, 
and annual reports occupy four folders in box 4.  Twenty-seven folders in boxes 4 and 5 house 
the reports of various A.D.S. committees. 
 Financial records for the A.D.S. occupy the better part of boxes 6-10, and begin with the 
treasurer's reports for the years 1928-1950 in box 5, folders 17 and 18.  Treasurer's reports for 
the years 1951-1973 are housed in box 6 along with cash books for receipts and disbursements, 
which also occupy box 7 (years 1928-1970).  Bank statements for the years 1951-1971, are 
housed in the first five folders of box 8, and the remainder of the box contains canceled checks 
and stubs for the years 1947-1970. 
 Receipt books (1957-1970) occupy box 9, and records of finance occupy twelve folders 
of box 10.  The financial records consist of receipts, statements, and resolutions regarding bonds, 
bank deposits with the National Bank of Hyde Park, and also reports on the A.D.S. endowment 
fund, and various fund-raising activities, covering the years 1946-1970.  Folder 12 contains 
notices from the Eifel Monument Company from 1942.  Folders 13 and 14 house minor 
management items such as facility reservation forms and a worksheet. 
 Records from the Membership category occupy the remainder of box 10, box 11, and two 
folders of box 12.  Old lists occupy four folders, applications occupy 3 folders and new lists two 
more.  Announcements to the general membership, 1936-1979, occupy folder 5.  In folders 6-9 
are housed yearbooks for the years 1927-1984.  Folder 10 contains the American Daughters of 
Sweden newsletter for the years 1942-1984.  Folders 1 and 2 of box 12 contain an undated 
friendship book and mailing list. 
 Records within the Correspondence category occupy nine folders in boxes 12 and 13.  
General correspondence for the years 1926-1984 occupy seven folders.  There is one folder each 
for financial and scholarship related correspondence. 
 Records within the Programs category occupy eleven folders. The first three folders 
contain programs from 1927 to 1984.  Folder 1 of box 14 houses records from a memorial 
program for Othelia Myhram, a prominent Swedish-American from the early 20th century.  
Folders 2-8 contain records from various A.D.S. programs. 
 Scrapbooks, removed from their binders and folders, are housed in box 14, folder 9 
through box 19.  These scrapbooks were created by various officers of the A.D.S. and record 
various events through clippings, photographs, and letters.  They span the years 1925-1975. 
 Clippings, including one folder of press releases, are housed in box 20 in four folders. 
 
PROVENANCE: These records of the American Daughters of Sweden have been donated 

over a period of time primarily by Selma Jacobson, who served as 
chairman of the A.D.S. many years. 

 
ACCESS RESTRICTIONS: There are no access restrictions on the materials, and the collection 



 

 
 
 

is open to all members of the public.  However, the researcher assumes full responsibility for 
conforming with the laws of libel, privacy, and copyright that may be involved in the use of this 
collection. 
 
PROCESSOR:  Steven Jones, November 1984-January 1985 
 
SEPARATION RECORD:  Photographs are stored separately. 
 
 
 
CONTAINER LIST 
 
BOX FOLDER FOLDER TITLES SPAN DATES 
HISTORY AND CONSTITUTION 
1 1 History 1926-1977 
1 2 Constitution and Bylaws n.d. 
1 3 Incorporation Documents n.d. 
GOVERNING BOARD 
1 4 Minutes  1929-1933 
1 5 Minutes 1934-1937 
1 6 Minutes 1938-1940 
1 7 Minutes 1941-1944 
1 8 Minutes 1945-1947 
2 1 Minutes 1948-1949 
2 2 Minutes 1949-1953 
2 3 Minutes 1953-1955 
2 4 Minutes 1956-1959 
2 5 Minutes 1959-1961 
3 1 Minutes 1963-1965 
3 2 Minutes 1966-1967 
3 3 Minutes 1968-1969 
3 4 Minutes 1970-1973 
3 5 Minutes 1973-1975 
4 1 Announcement of Board Meetings n.d. 
4 2 Resolutions 1927-1969 
4 3 Ballots  1927-1971, 

1977-1980 
4 4 Annual Reports of Presidents, Secretaries 1934-1973 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
4 5 Historian Report 1943-1972 
4 6 Nominating Committee 1953-1955 
4 7 Ways and Means Committee 1939-1964 



 

 
 
 

4 8 Finance Committee 1929-1971 
4 9 Auditing Committee 1933-1971 
4 10 Membership Committee 1939-1973 
4 11 Scholarship Committee 1935-1974 
4 12 List of Scholarship Winners 1931-1955 
4 13 Scholarship Agreements n.d. 
4 14 Scrapbook, Scholarship Dinner 1958 
4 15 Civics Relations Committee 1945-1971 
4 16 Publicity Committee 1945-1973 
5 1 Program Committee 1938-1967 
5 2 Lucia Festival 1949-1953 
5 3 Smorgasbord Report 1952-1962 
5 4 Cookbook Committee 1950-1973 
5 5 Folkfair and Bazaar 1941-1981 
5 6 Red Cross Reports 1942-1947 
5 7 Save The Children Federation 1945-1946 
5 8 Social Committee 1942-1967 
5 9 Chorus Reports 1944-1969 
5 10 Music Committee 1931-1970 
5 11 Pantry Committee 1963 
5 12 Report, Luncheon and Games 1966-1971 
5 13 Report, Card Party 1929-1965 
5 14 Illinois Federation of Women’s Clubs 1958-1973 
5 15 Periodic Committee Reports 1955 
FINANCE 
5 16 Treasurer’s Reports 1928-1943 
5 17 Treasurer’s Reports  1944-1950 
6 1 Treasurer’s Reports 1951-1959 
6 2 Treasurer’s Reports 1960-1968 
6 3 Treasurer’s Reports 1969-1973 
6 4 Cash Book, Receipts and Disbursements 1928-1932 
6 5 Cash Book 1928-1939 
6 6 Cash Book 1932-1941 
7 1 Cash Book 1939-1955 
7 2 Cash Book 1941-1948 
7 3 Cash Book 1948-1957 
7 4 Cash Book 1964-1967 
7 5 Cash Book 1967-1970 
8 1 Bank Statements/Uptown National 1951-1952 
8 2 Bank Statements/Michigan Avenue National Bank 1958-1959 
8 3 Bank Statements/National Bank of Hyde Park 1963-1967 
8 4 Bank Statements/River Forest State Bank 1967-1969 



 

 
 
 

8 5 Bank Statements/First National 1958-1971 
8 6 Check Stubs 1947-1951 
8 7 Check Stubs 1950-1953 
8 8 Deposit Forms, Check Stubs 1958-1959, 

1956-1957 
8 9 Checks  1958-1959, 

1968-1969 
8 10 Check Stubs 1956-1958 
8 11 Check Stubs 1958-1960 
8 12 Check Stubs 1961-1963 
8 13 Check Stubs 1964-1966 
8 14 Checks 1966-1967 
8 15 Check Stubs 1966-1970 
9 1 Receipt Books 1957-1958 
9 2 Receipt Books 1958-1959 
9 3 Receipt Books 1959-1960 
9 4 Receipt Books 1960-1961 
9 5 Receipt Books 1961-1963 
9 6 Receipt Book 1962-1963 
9 7 Receipt Books 1968-1969 
9 8 Receipt Books 1969-1970 
10 1 Bonds 1946-1957 
10 2 Receipts and Expenses 1947-1954 
10 3 Financial Records 1951-1970 
10 4 Financial Statements: National Bank of Hyde Park  1963-1964 
10 5 Check Deposits 1964-1965 
10 6 Resolutions Between American Daughters and First 

National Bank of Chicago 
1965-1967 

10 7 Reports: Endowment Fund 1962-1965 
10 8 Fundraising 1965-1969 
10 9 Invoices  1969-1970 
10 10 Budgets  1937-1938, 

1958-1959, 
1969-1970, 
1979-1980 

10 11 Certificates and Resolutions n.d. 
10 12 Monument Company Notions 1942 
MANAGEMENT 
10 13 Facility Reservations  1950-1952 
10 14 Worksheet  1959 
MEMBERSHIP 
10 15 Membership List 1934 



 

 
 
 

10 16 Membership List 1936-1937 
10 17 Membership List n.d. 
10 18 Membership List n.d. 
10 19 Membership Applications 1961-1965 
11 1 Membership Applications 1963-1967 
11 2 Membership Applications 1957-1959 
11 3 Membership List n.d. 
11 4 Membership List 1927,  

1938-1939, 
1942-1949, 
1951-1965, 1981 

11 5 Announcements 1936-1939, 
1960-1984 

11 6 Yearbooks  1927-1951 
11 7 Yearbooks 1951-1960 
11 8 Yearbooks 1960-1972 
11 9 Yearbooks 1972-1984 
11 10 Newsletters, The American Daughters of Sweden 1942-1984 
12 1 Friendship Book n.d. 
12 2 Mailing List n.d. 
CORRESPONDENCE 
12 3 General 1926-1951 
12 4 General 1952-1959 
12 5 General 1960-1961 
12 6 General 1962-1970 
12 7 General 1971 
13 1 General 1972-1984 
13 2 General n.d. 
13 3 Financial 1965-1970 
13 4 Scholarship 1956-1967 
PROGRAMS 
13 5 Programs 1927-1960 
13 6 Programs 1961-1972 
13 7 Programs 1973-1984 
14 1 Minute Book 1925-1928 
14 2 Memorial Program for the Othelia Myhrman 1942 
14 3 Awards  1947-1984 
14 4 Invitations 1921-1978 
14 5 Invitations  c. 1959 
14 6 Teas 1956-1962 
14 7 Party and Raffle Tickets 1949-1973 
14 8 Memorabilia; Printing Plates, Medal  1976 and n.d. 



 

 
 
 

14 9 Miscellaneous Reports 1964-1965 
SCRAPBOOKS 
14 10 Scrapbook 1941-1948 
14 11 Scrapbook 1949-1958 
15  Scrapbook 1951-1957 
15  Scrapbook 1958-1961 
16 1 Scrapbook: Gala Dinner 1958 
16 2 Scrapbook Material 1958 
16 3 Scrapbook Material 1959 
16 4 Scrapbook Material 1958-1959 
16 5 Scrapbook Material 1958-1959 
16 6 Scrapbook Material 1958-1959 
17 1 Scrapbook Material 1959 
17 2 Scrapbook Material 1959 
17 3 Scrapbook Material 1963-1965 
17 4 Scrapbook Material 1963-1965 
17 5 Scrapbook Material 1967-1969 
17 6 Scrapbook Material 1969 
18 1 Scrapbook Material 1969-1970 
18 2 Scrapbook Material 1970-1971 
19 1 Scrapbook  1961-1963 
19 2 Scrapbook  1971-1975 
20 1 Press Releases 1945-1976 
20 2 Clippings  n.d. 
20 3 Clippings n.d. 
20 4 Clippings n.d. 
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