
 
 

F.M. Johnson Archives and Special Collections 
Brandel Library, North Park University 

3225 W. Foster Ave.  
Chicago, IL 60625 

tel. (773) 244‐6224 ● archives@northpark.edu 
 

Swedish-American Archives of Greater Chicago 
Manuscript Collection #18 

Swedish National Society of Chicago Records, 1914-1960 
 
Boxes: 4 
 
HISTORY 
 
 The Swedish National Society of Chicago (Svensk Nationalforbundet i Chicago) was 
founded 10 October 1913.  The Society was organized to be a central organization of all Swedish 
societies in Cook County, "to work for moral, intellectual and economic welfare, temperance, as 
well as to further national interests."  The Society was "to extend charity and benevolence to 
worthy persons of Swedish birth or descent, and to work for the establishment of a Swedish 
society's hospital."This Society was founded when members of the Swedish National 
Association, which held the same purposes, withdrew from the Association when it introduced 
the sales of "intoxicating liquors" at certain festivals, and began selling books, and operating its 
labor bureau for profit.  This was in conflict with the Association's constitution. 
 In 1915, the Swedish National Association used the Swedish name of this Society, 
"Svensk Nationalforbundet i Chicago", in reference to its profit making transactions, and in 1916 
suit was filed in Cook County, with the judge ruling in favor of the complainant, the Swedish 
National Society of Chicago. 
 The Society served as an umbrella organization by holding close contacts with other 
Swedish organizations, forming a close knit circuit.  The Society also hosted the Swedish 
National Day every summer.  At this time the status of this organization is unknown. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS 
 
 The records for the Swedish National Society of Chicago are housed in four boxes and 
arranged into four categories:  Organizational Structure, Financial Records, Correspondence, and 
Publications.  The collection spans the years 1914 through 1960 with the bulk of the records 
from the 1930s and 1940s. 
 The Organizational Structure category consists of the constitution and bylaws from 
1933-1934 occupying folder 1 of box 1, minutes, 1938-1954 occupying folders 2-4, and reports, 
1934-1940, occupying folder 5. 
 The Financial Records category consists of receipts, ledger sheets, and correspondence 
from 1931 through 1954, and are housed in folders 6 and 7. 
 The Correspondence category is found in boxes 1 through 4.  In folder 8 of box 1 and in 
folders 1 through 5 of box 2 are the general correspondence from 1914 through 1960.  The 
undated correspondence is also in folder 5.  Correspondence pertaining to the Carnival of 
Nations is in folder 6 and date from 1932 through 1934.  Correspondence with the Internal 



 
 

Revenue Service from 1952 are housed in folder 7.  The Joint Emergency Relief Fund's 
correspondence occupy folder 8 and span 1931 through 1934.  Correspondence dealing with 
Swedish in American universities is in folder 9 from 1939.  In box 3 folder 1 and later in box 4 
folder 1 is correspondence dealing with Swedish National Day held at Cub's Park in 1932.  Due 
to the size of these papers, one folder had to be placed in a legal size box. 
 The Publications category is housed in boxes 3 and 4.  In folder 2 of box 3 are two copies 
of the Society's newsletter, volume 2, number 1 from June 1934.  Programs of the Society's 
events from 1915 through 1954 occupy folder 3.  Tickets from the Society's events from 1930 
through 1959 occupy folder 4.  In folder 5 are samples of the Society's stationery, ballots from 
elections, songs, and addresses dating from 1932 through 1952.  Also housed in box 4, folders 2 
and 3 (due to size) are clippings pertaining to the Society circa 1930 through the 1950s. 
 
PROVENANCE: Donated to the Swedish American Archives of Greater Chicago by Carl 

Hjalmar Lundquist, date unknown 
 
ACCESS RESTRICTIONS: There are no access restrictions on the materials, and the collection 
is open to all members of the public.  However, the researcher assumes full responsibility for 
conforming with the laws of libel, privacy, and copyright that may be involved in the use of this 
collection. 
 
PROCESSOR:  John W. H. Erickson, April 1985 
 
SEPARATION RECORD: One photograph from the 1916 Christmas fair has been taken out 

of the collection and placed in the Photograph Collection in Box 1 
Folder 8. 

CONTAINER LIST 
 
BOX FOLDER FOLDER TITLES SPAN DATES 
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 
1 1 Constitution and Bylaws 1933-1934 
1 2 Minutes 1938-1945 
1 3 Minutes 1946-1949 
1 4 Minutes 1949-1954 
1 5 Reports 1934-1940 
FINANCIAL RECORDS 
1 6 Receipts and Correspondence 1931-1932 
1 7 Receipts and Correspondence 1940-1954 
CORRESPONDENCE  
1 8 Svenska National Forbundet 1914, 1917 
2 1 General 1930-1934 
2 2 General 1935-1939 
2 3 General 1940-1949 
2 4 General 1950-1952 
2 5 General 1953-1960 



 
 

2 6 Carnival of Nations 1932-1934 
2 7 Internal Revenue 1952 
2 8 Joint Emergency Relief Fund 1931-1934 
2 9 Swedish in American Universities 1939 
3 1 Swedish National Day-Cubs Park 1932 
PUBLICATIONS 
3 2 "Bulletin" Vol.2 No.1 1934 
3 3 Programs 1915-1954 
3 4 Tickets 1930-1959 
3 5 Misc. Stationery, Ballots, Songs, Addresses 1932-1952 
CORRESPONDENCE 
4 1 Swedish National Day-Cubs Park 1932 
PUBLICATIONS 
4 2 Clippings 1930-1940 
4 3 Clippings  1940-1950 
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