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HISTORY 
 
 The American Scandinavian Foundation was founded in 1910 by Niels Paulson, who 
wanted to see the friendly bonds between the United States and the Scandinavian countries 
strengthened.  It's headquarters are located in New York City and it was comprised of ten local 
chapters throughout the United States.  The foundation's fellowship program began in 1912 when 
scholarships were given to six Scandinavians.  As the organization evolved, it emphasized three 
major activities:  membership, student exchange, and publications.  Discontinuation of local 
chapters took place in 1983, with the Chicago Chapter reforming as the American-Scandinavian 
Association of Illinois in April 1983. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS 
 
 The records of the Chicago chapter of the American Scandinavian Foundation are 
contained in one half box, with four folders comprising the collection.  These folders deal with 
the following categories: History, Headquarters, the Chicago chapter, and Invitations.  The 
records span the years 1946 to 1979. 
 The history of the foundation is shown through four booklets spanning the dates 1946 
through 1954.  These booklets contain annual reports, a directory of members, and information 
pertaining to the activities of the foundation. 
 The folder of the American Scandinavian Foundation headquarters contains pamphlets on 
the foundation and newsletters to members. 
 The Chicago Chapter folder consists of newsletters to the Chapter members. 
 The fourth folder contains invitations issued by the headquarters and the Chicago chapter 
for events sponsored by the Foundation. 
 
PROVENANCE: Collected by Selma Jacobson, Curator, Swedish-American Archives of the 

MidWest, 1961-1981.  Transferred to the Swedish American Archives of 
Greater Chicago, January 1984. 

 
RESTRICTIONS:  None 



 

 
 
 

 
PROCESSOR:  Steve Jones, January 1985 
 
SEPARATION RECORD: ASF Newsletters were transferred to the Serials Collection.  Two 

pieces of correspondence were transferred into other collections:  
One, dated 4/22/1977, was placed in the Swedish Central 
Committee Records; the second, dated 1/6/1968 was placed in the 
Selma Jacobson papers.  A film program was also placed in the 
Local History Collection. 

 
CONTAINER LIST 
 
BOX FOLDER FOLDER TITLE SPAN DATES 
1 1 History—Yearbook and Directory of Members, 

1952; Annual Reports, 1946, 1952, 1954 
1946-1952 

1 2 Headquarters—Pamphlet from American 
Scandinavian Foundation, n.d.; Newsletters from 
American Scandinavian Foundation 
Headquarters, 1977 

n.d., 1977 

1 3 Chicago Chapter—Broadsides  c. 1979-1981 
1 4 Invitations 1975-1978 
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