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HISTORY 
 
 The Svithiod Singing Club began when three members of the Svea Singing Club joined the first 
lodge of the Independent Order of Svithiod.  This was in June of 1882.  The first chairman of the club was 
N. P. Malmborg and the first conductor F. Bjornholtz. 
 They gave soiree entertainments and concerts in Svea Hall, Chicago Avenue and Larrabee, 
Brand's Hall on Clark and Erie Streets, and Uhlich's Hall on the southwest corner of Clark and Kedzie.  
They also participated at the unveiling of Carl von Linnes monument in Lincoln Park in 1891 and at the 
World's Fair in 1893. 
 In 1889 the chorus joined the United Scandinavian Singers of America, a national organization 
consisting of Danish, Norwegian, and Swedish choruses. 
 The chorus held it's first May festival at Svea Hall in 1891. 
 On Thanksgiving Day, November 24, 1892 the American Union of Swedish Singers was 
organized, replacing the disbanded United Scandinavian Singers of America, of which the Svithiod 
Singing Club was a charter member.  On February 23, 1893 the club received a corporate certificate from 
the state of Illinois.  The objective of the club was listed as "a society for the cultivation of the voice and 
other social amusements."  During a singing contest held in 1896 the chorus won an embroidered silk 
banner as Champion Singers of Chicago. 
 Non-singers of Swedish birth were admitted as "passive" members for the first time in 1897 and 
in 1898 a Ladies Associate Club was formed.  It eventually changed its name to the Ladies Guild. 
 The club purchased property at 1768 Wrightwood Avenue for the sum of $8,500 in 1899.  During 
the depression years the club struggled to survive, and until 1938 it looked as if the club would come to 
an end.  However, by 1939 the membership reached 473 and the foundations were laid to build the club 
the way it is today.  During the war years the club's activities were directed towards the war.  Bonds were 
bought, the chorus sang at benefits, "Defense Dinners" were held, and supplies were sent to the men 
overseas. 
 The Svithiod Singing Club lost their clubhouse in a foreclosure on July 1, 1984.  It had stood 
vacant since 1980.   
 
DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS 
 
 The records of the Svithiod Singing Club comprise three boxes and are arranged in nine 
categories:  History, Constitutions and Bylaws, Minutes, Financial, Membership, Correspondence, 
Programs, Music, and Clippings.  They span the years 1882 to 1979, but the bulk of the records date from 
1940 to 1975. 



 

 
 
 

 The records of the history and organization of the Svithiod Singing Club are found in 75 Years of 
Progress.  The Constitution and Bylaws for the years 1912 and 1954 occupy the second folder in box one.  
The minutes of the Music Committee are contained in the last three folders of box one and are written in 
English. 
 The financial records are housed in box two and occupy ten folders.  The first folder contains 
Treasurer's reports; bills and expenditures are housed in the second folder.  Folder three contains bank 
statements from Uptown Bank.  Checks are found in folder four and check stubs from Uptown Bank in 
folder five.  Reports and receipts from the Sweden Tour Committee are contained in the sixth folder.  
Records of the trip to St. Paul, Minnesota, in 1946, occupy folder seven, and records from the 1947 
Bolaget concert are in folder eight.  The last two folders contain undated, miscellaneous receipts and 
records. 
 The membership records are housed in the first two folders of box three.  The first folder contains 
a directory and yearbooks spanning the years 1945 to 1978.  Undated membership records and ballots 
from 1921 are in the second folder.  General correspondence occupies the next four folders in box three, 
and deals primarily with concert arrangements.  These are written in both Swedish and English.  Programs 
are contained in the seventh folder and consist of programs from special events spanning c.1910 to 1979.   
 
PROVENANCE: The records of the Svithiod Singing Club were donated to the Swedish-American 

Archives of Greater Chicago by Martin Ahlm on September 10, 1984. 
 
RESTRICTIONS:  None 
 
PROCESSOR:  Steve Jones, May-June 1985 
 
SEPARATION RECORD: A photo album from the Spring Song Festival of the Svithiod Singing 

Club Odin Male Chorus, 1941, was placed in the Photograph Collection, 
Box 1, Folder 11. 

 
CONTAINER LIST: 
 
BOX FOLDER FOLDER TITLE SPAN DATES 
HISTORY 
1 1 75 Years of Progress 1957 
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
1 2 Constitution and Bylaws 1912, 1954 
MINUTES 
1 3 Music Committee 1948-1953 
1 4 Music Committee 1954-1962 
1 5 Music Committee 1970-1971 
FINANCIAL 
2 1 Treasurer's Reports 1911-1913, 1971 
2 2 Bills and Expenditures 1910-1913, 1928, 

1962 
2  3 Uptown Bank Statements 1945-1948 
2 4 Checks 1945-1947 
2 5 Check Stubs; Uptown Bank Book 1945-1947; n.d. 



 

 
 
 

2 6 Sweden Tour Committee c. 1947 
2 7 Trip to St. Paul, MN 1946 
2 8 Concert Bolaget 1947 
2 9 Miscellaneous Receipts n.d. 
2 10 Miscellaneous Records n.d. 
MEMBERSHIP 
3 1 Directory and Yearbook 1945-1947 
3 2 Membership Records; Ballots n.d.; 1921 
CORRESPONDENCE 
3 3  General 1908-1913 
3 4 General 1921-1935 
3 5 General 1946-1957 
3 6 General 1959-1975 
PROGRAMS 
3 7 Special Events c. 1910-1979 
MUSIC 
3 8 Music n.d. 
CLIPPINGS 
3 9 Clippings n.d. 
BULLETIN 
3 11 Life Bulletin 1954, 1978-1980 
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