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HISTORY: 
 
 Carl Hjalmar Lundquist was a distinguished Swedish-American newspaper man, author, 
machinist/engineer, and lawyer.  For 35 years he served as assistant corporation counsel of the 
City of Chicago.  He was a student social democrat who later became involved in Chicago 
Democratic Party politics.  He also was involved in numerous Swedish-American groups and 
became a sought-after speaker at their activities.  Beyond his ethnic interests, Lundquist was 
zealously committed to larger American public life. 
 Carl Hjalmar Lundquist was born at Bofors Mills, Karlskoga parish, Värmland, Sweden 
on October 11, 1883.  His father was foreman of the cannon foundry; his mother was a public 
school teacher.  They came to the United States in 1886.  Lundquist attended public school in 
Chicago and returned to Sweden to attend secondary school at Arboga from 1897 to 1901.  He 
then enrolled at Scholar Carolinas in Örebrö where he edited the college weekly and was active 
in temperence work. 
 That same year, C. Hjalmar Lundquist returned to Chicago to become city editor of 
Svenska Tribunen and Fosterlandet.  He also joined the editorial staff of Svenska 
Tribunen--Nyheter and worked until June 1906 when he got a similar job at Chicago-Bladet.  
From 1907 to 1910 he worked in editorial capacities at Svenska Tribunen--Nyheter, Hemlandet, 
and Soenskakuriren.  Lundquist edited Svenska Posten of Rockford from 1910 to 1912.  In 1912 
and 1913 he worked on the editorial staff of the Rockford Morning Star before retiring from 
newspaper work. 
 During the years 1911-1914, Lundquist had played an important role in the establishment 
of Swedish-American Hospital in Rockford.  In 1914, he began to handle foreign correspondence 
for Sulzberger and Sons Co., U.S. Yards, Chicago.  He stayed until 1916.  In 1907, Lundquist 
had worked in the drafting room of the National Coal Dump Car Company.  In 1917, he enrolled 
at Chicago Law School and worked as a tool and die maker.  Lundquist graduated in 1921 and 
was admitted to the bar in 1922.  He was hired as assistant corporation counsel of the City of 
Chicago in 1923 and worked in that capacity until 1927.  After a few years of private law 
practice he again became assistant corporation counsel in 1933 and retired from that job in 1964. 
 C. Hjalmar Lundquist was very active in Swedish-American activities.  He was a 
secretary of the Svithiod Singing Club, a chairman of Verdandi Lodge #3, and a chairman of 
Värmlands Nation.  Lundquist helped organize the Chicago branch of the Swedish Cultural 



 

 
 
 

Society in 1923.  He used his writing skills to document Swedish-American history.  In 1910 he 
published Lundquist's Guide to the Swedes of Chicago.  Lundquist edited and wrote 
Runristningar, a history of the Viking Order, in 1915. 
 C. Hjalmar Lundquist also had an active political life.  As a student in Sweden he became 
a social democrat.  He was Secretary of the American Embargo Conference in 1916, and was 
defeated as an independent candidate for Congress in the 10th district the same year.  Lundquist 
later became very involved in Chicago Democratic Party politics and became a leader in the 50th 
Democratic Party Ward Organization. 
 In January 1949, C. Hjalmar Lundquist was knighted by the King of Sweden. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS: 
 
 Folder 1 of box 1 contains Lundquist biographies from the Encyclopedia of American 
Biography (1938), the History of Illinois Democracy, and one of unknown origin.  Also in this 
folder are employment histories, newspaper clippings, a golden anniversary program, an 
announcement of the donation of this collection to the Swedish American Archives of Greater 
Chicago in the July 1966 Swedish Pioneer Historical Society Quarterly, an issue of Värmland 
Vår Hembygd (Dec. 1953), and a short description of this collection. 
 Folder 2 consists of Chicago Law School Annual Announcement and Catalog (no. 
22-25), membership receipts of Sällskapet Svenska Studenter, and a 3rd grade school workbook 
of Lundquist's son, Donald. 
 Folder 3 holds a copy of The Spirit of Our Constitution (Chicago, 1933), and a review of 
the book. 
 Folder 4 contains correspondence related to the book. 
 Folder 5 contains records of Universal Tool & Die Works (Chicago), including 
incorporation documents, annual reports, and minutes. 
 Folder 6 contains copies of Omaha Revyen, a song with words written by Lundquist. 
 Folder 7 contains an affidavit from a Swedish National Society of Chicago concert and 
dance held as part of a Carnival of Nations celebration sponsored by  the Chicago Daily News.  
This folder also has records of a dispute between the Swedish National Society and a corporation 
that wanted to use the same name. 
 Folder 8 contains records of a case against an Edward Brundage who was accused of 
defrauding Lundquist's son of $300. 
 Folder 9 contains a legal opinion written by Lundquist and two others concerning the 
right of policemen to join labor unions.  It also contains pamphlets concerned with legal fees and 
"The Illinois Bulletin" from September 1941. 
 Folder 10 contains a pamphlet of The American Embargo Conference, an organization 
dedicated to American neutrality during World War I.  Lundquist was the secretary.  There also 
is a newspaper clipping describing opposition to the war by Minneapolis pastors. 
 Folder 11 contains the program of the American Embargo Conference, two pamphlets by 
Col. Jasper T. Darling, L.L.D., and  
pamphlets related to Lundquist's work for the City of Chicago. 
 Folder 12 contains the results of a Civil Service Exam Lundquist took in 1915. 



 

 
 
 

 Folder 13 contains Civil Service Commission correspondence during the years 
1921-1963. 
 Folder 14 contains documentation of activity of the Scandinavian civic League and 
Lundquist on behalf of Judge William E. Dever's successful race for mayor. 
 Folder 15 contains records of Scandinavian and Lundquist's support for George Brennan 
in his 1926 race for U.S. Senator. 
 Folder 16 contains documents from Lundquist's role as a mediator between American 
Pauline System, Inc. of San Francisco and Swedish companies. 
 Folder 17 contains records of opposition to the National Origins Act of 1929. 
 Folder 18 contains notices of the 50th Ward Community Club and newspaper articles 
concerning Lundquist's support of Curtis F. Mellin for Alderman in the 1929 election. 
 Folder 19 contains correspondence (1930-1932) between Lundquist and Senator James 
H. Lewis. 
 
 
 Box 2 of this collection begins with correspondence between Lundquist and Anton J. 
Cermak, as well as Scandinavians involved in Cermak's campaign for mayor. 
 Folder 2 contains correspondence related to Lundquist's activity on behalf of Franklin 
Roosevelt. 
 Folder 3 contains correspondence, flyers, and clippings related to various aldermanic 
races (1933-1939). 
 Folder 4 contains correspondence between Lundquist and Mayor Ed Kelly as well as 
documentation of Scandinavian support for Kelly. 
 Folder 5 contains material relating to Scandinavian support for Raymond McKeough for 
U.S. Senator and Ben Adamowski for Congressman-at-Large in 1942. 
 Folder 6 documents Lundquist's activity on behalf of Martin Kennelly for may in 1947. 
 Folder 7 contains three letters relating to Lundquist's support for Adlai Stevenson for 
President in 1952. 
 Folder 8 contains statements of Lundquist expressing the importance of funding a home 
for the Swedish Historical Society of America. 
 Folder 9 contains letters and other material related to the founding of the Colony of 
Mercy near Bartlett, Illinois. 
 Folder 10 contains Swedish Provincial Society of America (Svenska 
Hembygdsförbundet) material. 
 Folder 11 contains Lundquist's correspondence with John Erlander. 
 Folder 12 contains correspondence with Otto Kerner and C. A. Youngquist, most of it 
related to Youngquist's efforts to collect information on lawyers in the U.S. of Swedish descent. 
 Folder 13 contains correspondence concerning Värmlands Nation (1933-1937). 
 Folder 14 contains Norwegian-American material from Chicago. 
 Folder 15 contains material relating to speeches made by Lundquist to the National 
Association of Hardwood Wholesalers. 
 Folder 16 contains material concerned with Scandinavian American cooperation. 
 Folder 17 has Lundquist's correspondence with various Swedish-American organizations 



 

 
 
 

as well as clippings. 
 Folder 18 contains correspondence of Lundquist with Danish-Americans. 
 Folder 19 has letters of Lundquist's relating to the Swedish Engineer's Club. 
 
 
 The first folder of box 3 contains correspondence concerning Gustavus Adolphus Day. 
 Folder 2 has material regarding reception of Swedish Olympic athletes in Chicago in 
1932. 
 The third folder has clippings and correspondence connected with the 1932 Carnival of 
Nations in Chicago. 
 Folder 4 concerns the 1934 Carnival of Nations. 
 Folder 5 documents Lundquist's works as a member of the Swedish-American Committee 
for the 1933 World's Fair. 
 The sixth folder has Lundquist's correspondence and clippings relating to Swedish Week 
1935. 
 Folder 7 has material concerning American-Scandinavian Educational Week. 
 Folder 8 documents the efforts of Lundquist and others on behalf of war relief for Finland 
as a response to the Russian attack in 1939. 
 The ninth folder has articles written by Lundquist on John Morton, John Hanson, and 
John Erickson as well as other records of his work on behalf of the Three Johns Monument 
Commission. 
 The tenth folder follows with additional "Three John" correspondence (1953, 1954). 
 Folder 11 contains correspondence of Lundquist and other material pertaining to 
celebrations at the Swedish Engineers' Society of Chicago in honor of Alfred Nobel. 
 Folder 12 holds records of the Chicago Folk Festival's effort to enlist Swedish-American 
support to raise money for the 1956 Olympics in Australia. 
 Folder 13 has material concerned with the visit of Bishop Gert Borgenstierna to Chicago 
in 1960. 
 The forteenth folder has Lundquist's correspondence with friends in Sweden. 
 Folders 15 and 16 hold Lundquist's correspondence (1920-63, 1963-64). 
 
 Box 4 begins with a folder containing Lundquist's speech given at the 39th Danish 
National Committee celebration. 
 Folder 2 has correspondence with the Waugegan Elks Club about a speech Lundquist 
planned to give on "True Democracy."  A copy of the speech is also in the folder. 
 The third folder contains Lundquist's speech "Frihetstiden -- Fö och nu." 
 Folder 4 has Lundquist's speech on November 4, 1944 before Hallandsforbundet. 
 Folder 5 contains 1945 and 1949 speeches by Lundquist for the Independent Order of 
Good Templars. 
 The sixt folder contains both clippings and Lundquist's speech given on the Gustavus 
Adolphus Tricentennial. 
 Folder 7 contains Lundquist's June 1946 speech at the Helsinförening banquet. 
 Folder 8 contains a speech given by Lundquist in 1944 to welcome the Bishop of Iceland 



 

 
 
 

to Chicago. 
 Folder 9 contains a Lundquist speech given on the 1957 Carl von Linne anniversary. 
 Folder 10 has several Midsummer speeches given by Lundquist. 
 The eleventh folder contains a 1932 Mother's Day speech. 
 Folder 12 has a 1943 speech given to the National Association of Hardwood 
Wholesalers. 

Folder 13 contains a 1938 Gary speech celebrating the 300th anniversary of Swedish 
settlement in Delaware. 

 Folder 14 has a 1932 program and speech given to the United Nordic Fold Dancers. 
 Folder 15 contains a Lundquist talk to Norrlänning Society. 
 
PROVENANCE:  Unknown 
 
RESTRICTIONS:  None 
 
PROCESSOR:  Arranged by Eric Lundberg, described by Ted Roberg. 
 
SEPARATION RECORD: None 
 
CONTAINER LIST: 
 
BOX FOLDER FOLDER TITLE DATES 
LEGAL MATTERS 
1 1 Biographies n.d. 
1 2 School Materials n.d. 
1 3 Manuscript, "Spirit of Our Constitution" n.d. 
1 4 Correspondence, "Spirit of Our Constitution"           n.d. 
1 5 Corporate Records, Universal Tool & Die Works  

   
n.d. 

1 6 Song Manuscript, Omaha Revyen n.d. 
1 7 Legal Matter, Carnival of Nations Celebration  

   
n.d. 

1 8 Court Case:  R. Lundquist vs. Brundage n.d. 
1 9 Legal Materials n.d. 
1 10 American Embargo Conference 1916 
1 11 Embargoes and Law n.d. 
1 12 Correspondence:  Department of Commerce 1915 
1 13 Correspondence:  Civil Service Commission 1921-1963 
1 14 Correspondence:  Judge William Dever 1923 
1 15 Correspondence:  Elect George Brennan 1926 
1 16 Correspondence:  Almanna Svenska Elektriska 

Aktiebolaget   
1927-1946 

1 17 Correspondence and Clippings:  National Origins Act 1929 



 

 
 
 

  
1 18 Correspondence:  Election Curtis Mellin 1929 
1 19 Correspondence:  James Hamilton Lewis 1930-1932 
PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE 
2 1 Election of Anton J. Cermak 1930-1932 
2 2 Roosevelt for President 1932-1944 
2 3 Miscellaneous Aldermanic Races 1933-1939 
2 4 Mayor Ed Kelly 1935-1946 
2 5 McKeough & Adamowski 1942 
2 6 Mayor Kennaly 1947 
2 7 Democratic Party, etc. 1952 
2 8 Swedish Historical Society of America 1916 
2 9 Colony of Mercy 1929-1935 
2 10 Correspondence and Clippings:  Svenska  

Hymbygds Forbundet 
1929-1944 

2 11 John Erlander 1931 
2 12 C. A. Youngquist 1932-1947 
2 13 Värmlands Nation 1933-1937 
2 14 Correspondence and Clippings: Norwegian-American 

Organization 
1934-1949 

2 15 Correspondence and Memorabilia:  National Association of 
Hardwood Wholesalers 

1940-1949 

2 16 United Scandinavians of America 1940 
2 17 Correspondence and Clippings:  Miscellaneous Swedish-

American Organizations 
1941-1964 

2 18 Correspondence and Clippings:  Danish  
American 

1941-1947 

2 19 Swedish Engineers Society 1962-1963 
3 1 Correspondence:  Gustav Adolph Day 1932 
3 2 Correspondence and Clippings:  Olympic  

Reception Committee 
1932 

3 3 Correspondence and Clippings:  Carnival  
of Nations    

1932 

3 4 Correspondence and Clippings:  Carnival 
of Nations    

1934 

3 5 Correspondence:  Century of Progress 1933 
3 6 Correspondence and Clippings:  Swedish Day 1935 
3 7 Correspondence and Clippings:  Tercentenary 1938 
3 8 Correspondence and Clippings:   

Scandinavian Educational Week 
1939 

3 9 Correspondence, Translated Poems and  
Clippings:  Finnish War Relief  

1940 



 

 
 
 

3 10 Correspondence and Clippings:  "Three  
Johns" Hanson, Morton, Ericsson 

1953-1954 

3 11 "Three Johns" Correspondence n.d. 
3 12 Correspondence and Clippings:  Nobel Prizes  1954, 

1955 
3 13 Correspondence and Clippings:  The  

Miracle of America 
1956 

3 14 Correspondence and Clippings:  Bishop  
Borgensternas Visit 

1960 

3 15 Correspondence:  Swedish Friends 1926-1960 
3 16 Correspondence:  General 1920-1963 
3 17 Correspondence:  General 1964-1965 
SPEECHES 
4 1 Danish National Committee n.d. 
4 2 Correspondence and Speech:  Elks Club,  

"True Democracy"  
1948 

4 3 Frihetstider:  Förr och Nu n.d. 
4 4 Hallandforbundet 1944 
4 5 IOGT 1945, 

1949 
4 6 Gustaf Adolf Fest 1932 
4 7 Hälsingesföreningen 1946 
4 8 Icelandic Bishop's Visit n.d. 
4 9 Carl von Linne Anniversary 1957 
4 10 Midsommar n.d. 
4 11 Mother’s Day 1932 
4 12 National Association of Hardwood Wholesalers 1943 
4 13 New Sweden 1938 
4 14 Nordic Folk Dancers 1932 
4 15 Narlanning Society n.d. 
4 16 North American Ski Scouts 1943 
4 17 Ostgota Nation 1957 
4 18 Roosevelt for President 1944 
4 19 Russian War Relief 1943 
4 20 Sandviken Society 1947 
4 21 St. Lucia Day 1930-1962 
4 22 Scandinavian Club 1948 
4 23 Skane Klubben 1957 
4 24 Clippings Speeches 1938-

1941, n.d. 
4 25 Svenska National Forbundet & Speeches 1943-

1963, n.d. 



 

 
 
 

4 26 Svithiod 1933-1955 
4 27 Sweden: Contemporary n.d. 
5 1 Swedish Artists 1957 
5 2 Swedish Engineer Society 1943-1964 
5 3 Swedish History 1946 
5 4 Swedish Pioneer Historical Society 1948-1953 
5 5 Tegner and Frederick of Ransätt 1932-1955 
5 6 Swedish Singers 1944-1954 
5 7 Valborgs Massa 1946-

1959, n.d. 
5 8 Värmlands Nation 1952, 

1961 
5 9 Vestgota Gille 1952, 

1957 
5 10 Vasa Order of America  1946 
5 11 Independent Order of Vikings 1932-1945 
CLIPPINGS 
5 12 Birthday Celebrants (A-F) 1945-

1959, n.d. 
5 13 Birthday Celebrants (H-L) 1932-

1958, n.d. 
5 14 Birthday Celebrants (M-P) 1936-

1958, n.d. 
5 15 Birthday Celebrants (R-Z) 1935-1962 
6 1 Anniversary Celebrations 1935-1963 
6 2 Denmark—Iceland 1943-

1946, n.d. 
6 3 Abraham Lincoln 1945-1958 
6 4 New Sweden/Tercentenary 1933 
6 5 Norway—Norwegian America 1916-1942 
6 6 Police Corruptions 1960 
6 7 Rockford 1930 
6 8 Swedish Sports 1935-1940 
6 9 Swedish Songs 1930-1945 
6 10 U. S. Constitution c.1936-

1951 
6 11 George Washington 1944-

1945, n.d. 
7 1 Miscellaneous 1908-1966 
7 2 Century of Progress 1933 
SCRAPBOOK 
7 3 50th Anniversary: Swedish-American Hospital Association, 1961 



 

 
 
 

Rockford, IL 
7 4 Swedish Pioneer Centennial Association 1946-1953 
7 5 Swedish Pioneer Centennial Association 1946-1953 
7 6 Swedish Pioneer Centennial Association 1946-1953 
8 1 General Oct. 1932-

Jul. 1946 
8 2 General 1925-1955 
8 3 General 1932-1933 
8 4 General 1933-1944 
8 5 General 1904-1964 
8 6 General 1921-1947 
8 7 General 1916-1944 
8 8 General 1943-1960 
PERSONAL PAPERS 
9 1 Diary 1899 
9 2 Diary 1927 
9 3 Diary 1932 
9 4 Diary 1933 
9 5 Diary 1937 
9 6 Freemason Book 1922 
9 7 Zoology Notebook and Family History n.d. 
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