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Please note related collection, Covenant Archives and Historical Library Oral History 
Transcriptions, Record Series 23/0. 
 
HISTORY: 
 
John P. Nelson was born in Sweden in 1858 and immigrated with his family to America 
in 1881.  While they were living in Chicago, John met and married Betty Larsson on 
January 13, 1882.  Betty had been born in Sweden in 1859 and had also immigrated to 
America with her family in 1881.  John and Betty settled on the West Side of Chicago 
where John became involved in building construction.  The couple had three daughters: 
Pauline (1882-1972), Martha (1890-1972), and Lillian (1892-1974).  Pauline married 
Benjamin Hegborn on November 23, 1904.  They were blessed with their first child, 
Harvey Nelson Hegborn, on November 24, 1905.  Daughter Bernice Pauline Lillian 
Hegborn was born on October 20, 1908.  Tragedy marked the family’s life as Benjamin 
passed away on May 3, 1911, forcing Pauline and the children to move in with her 
parents and her unmarried sisters.  Bernice died of complications from appendicitis in 
1929.  Betty Nelson died on October 21, 1935 and John on March 9, 1946.  Harvey 
worked at the Illinois Bell Telephone Company for thirty years before retiring in 1970.  
He lived with his mother and aunts until their deaths in the early 1970s.  Harvey died on 
July 11, 1984. 
 
This family appears to have been involved in the Republican Party; the North Park 
neighborhood association’s opposition to re-zoning; the Shriners. 
 
ACCESS RESTRICTIONS: There are no access restrictions on the materials, and the 
collection is open to all members of the public.  However, the researcher assumes full 
responsibility for conforming with the laws of libel, privacy, and copyright that may be 
involved in the use of this collection. 
 
CONTAINER LIST: 
 
BOX FOLDER FOLDER TITLE SPAN DATES 
1 1 Nelson, John P. & Larsson, Betty; 

Correspondence 
1874-1947 

1 2 Hegborn, Pauline Nelson; Personal Papers 1882-1960 
1 3 Nelson, Hildur & Nelson, Martha; Hannah 1904-1940 



Nelson Estate Papers (Nieces)  
1 4 Larsson, Betty (Mrs. John P. Nelson); 

Correspondence 
1922-1949 

1 5 Nelson, Martha; Correspondence 1937-1970 
2 1 Miscellaneous  Documents 1890-1963 
2 2 Miscellaneous Documents 1870-1946 
2 3 Hegborn, Bernice; Papers 1908-1929 
2 4 Hegborn, Harvey Nelson; Papers 1905-1971 
2 5 Hegborn, Harvey Nelson; Papers 1927-1984 
2 6 Hegborn, Pauline Nelson, Nelson, Martha & 

Nelson, Lillian; Death Notices 
1972-1974 

2 7 Darwin School; Booklet and Class List c. 1950 
2 8 Hegborn, Pauline Nelson; Memoirs 1882-1954 
3 1 Hegborn, Harvey Nelson; Correspondence with 

Gertie Nelson and “Bones” 
1925 

3 2 Nelson, Pauline; Documents 1929-1972 
3 3 Family & Friends; Greeting Cards 1940-1984 
4 1 Hegborn, Harvey Nelson; 3107 Fullerton Ave, 

Drawing 
1922 

4 2 Hegborn, Bernice; Autograph Books & Notes 1922-1928 
4 3 Church Materials 1917-1979 
4 4 Hegborn, Harvey Nelson; Insurance Records 1929-1936 
4 5 Political Information 1931-1960 
4 6 Political Materials 1929-1958 
4 7 Hegborn, Harvey Nelson; Selective Service 

Papers 
1942-1945 

4 8 Correspondence, Zoning and Legal Matters 1937-1949 
4 9 Correspondence, Zoning and Legal Matters 1946-1958 
4 10 Financial Record/Local Republican Campaigns 1945-1948 
5 1 Hegborn, Harvey Nelson & Hegborn, Pauline 

Nelson; Correspondence 
1926-1958 

5 2 Hegborn, Bernice; Notebook from Political 
Science 

n.d. 

5 
 

3 Hegborn, Bernice; Notebook from Natural 
Studies 

n.d. 

5 4 Hegborn, Bernice; Notebook from Natural 
Studies 

1925-1927 

5 5 Shriners Documents & Papers 1910-1970 
6 6 Political Momentos 1929-1961 
6 1 Medical Papers 1944-1969 
6 2 Hegborn, Pauline Nelson; Memoirs (copy of Box 

2, File 8) 
1954 

6 3 Nelson, Martha; Employment and Opposition to 
Neighborhood Re-Zoning, Correspondence 

1924-1967 

6 4 Nelson, Martha; Employment, Medical and 1937-1970 



Opposition to Neighborhood Re-Zoning, 
Correspondence 

7 5 Hegborn, Bernice; School Notebooks 1923-1924 
7 1 Nelson, John; Housing Documents and Plans 1921 
7 2 Hegborn, Harvey; Personal Papers 1940-1966 
7 3 Hegborn, Bernice; School Year Books, Hibbard 

School 
1926 

7 4 Hegborn, Bernice; Expository Writings 1924-1925 
7 5 Hegborn, Pauline Nelson; Scrapbook c. 1950’s 
7 6 Hegborn, Bernice; Notebook of Recipes n.d. 
8 7 Nelson, Hannah; Chicago Training School 

Diploma 
1903 

8 1 Hegborn, Bernice; Notebook on Nutrition 1925 
8 2 Nelson, Lillian; Notebook, Darwin School c. 1920’s 
8 3 Nelson, Martha; Bookkeeping Notebook 

Northwestern College 
1904-1905 

8 4 Nelson, Martha; Bookkeeping Notebook 
Northwestern College 

1904 

8 5 Hegborn, Harvey; World’s Fair Information 1933-1934 
9 1 Hegborn, Bernice; High School Scrap Book, 

Hibbard High School 
1922-1926 

10 1 Addresses & Phone Books 1922-1972 
10 2 Medical, Insurance & Other Receipts and Bills 1954-1972 
11 3 Hegborn, Harvey; Greeting and Post Cards 1926-1983 
11 1 Photographs, Family c. 1890’s – 

1960’s 
11 2 Photograph Album, Family c. 1920’s 
11 3 Hegborn, Bernice; Photograph Album 1916-1928 
11 4 Nelson, Pauline; Photograph as Montgomery 

Ward Employee 
c. 1900 

11 5 Hegborn, Harvey; Photograph Album, “To 
Harvey, From Lois” 

n.d. 

11 6 Photos of Swedish Relatives & Friends n.d. 
12 7 Hegborn, Bernice; Photograph, Hibbard High 

School 
1926 

12 1 Photograph Albums, Family c. 1910-1920 
12 2 Photograph Album, Family Vacations c. 1940 
12 3 Photograph Album, Hegborn, Harvey, Retirement 

Party 
1970 

  Wooden Printing Block, Unidentified Woman. n.d. 
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