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Academic Life
Brandel Library
Brandel Library serves the students, faculty, and staff of NPTS by
providing bibliographical and technological resources and study space as
well as bibliographic and research assistance. It houses a strong collection
of materials for all of the Seminary disciplines in a variety of formats
(books, journals, music, films, electronic, archival, etc.) and adds to
this collection annually. As the Library for all of the University, Brandel
also provides strong resources for related disciplines in the humanities,
social sciences, and natural sciences. It also houses the archives for the
University, for the Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC), and for the
Swedish-American Historical Society, thus providing a remarkable
collection of resources on the history and life of the Covenant. Some of
Brandel’s resources provided to students are owned and housed onsite
by the Library. Others are accessed electronically through annual
subscriptions or leases. In addition, Brandel is a member of ACTS (the
Association of Chicago Theological Schools) and of CARLI (Consortium
of Academic and Research Libraries of Illinois). Through these consortia,
students can request materials from other member libraries.

Covenant Archive and Historical Library
The Covenant Archive operates under the supervision of the
denomination's Commission on Covenant History. The primary
purpose of the archive is to preserve and make available records of the
Evangelical Covenant Church, but holdings also include literature in
the fields of history, Swedish Americana, and other denominations of
Swedish origin. Among its treasures is a copy of the Gustav Vasa Swedish
Bible, published in 1541. Much of the material written before 1925 is in
Swedish. The archives of the Swedish-American Historical Society are a
unique collection of Swedish Americana. The resources of both archives
are available to qualified students.

Computer Labs
Student computer labs are located in Brandel Library.

NPTS Regional Courses
In conjunction with the Department of the Ordered Ministry, NPTS
offers selected courses in ECC conference locations. One of those
locations is in the State of Washington, which requires this notice:
The Washington Higher Education Coordinating Board has determined
that North Park Theological Seminary qualifies for religious exempt
status from the Degree-Granting Institutions Act for the graduate
level credit-bearing courses that comprise the following programs:
master of divinity (MDiv) and doctor of ministry (DMin). The HECB
makes no evaluation of the administration, faculty, business practices,
financial condition, or quality of the offerings by this institution. Any
person desiring information about the requirements of the act of the
applicability of those requirements to the institution may contact the
HECB at P.O. Box 43430, Olympia, WA, 98504-3430.

Covenant Orientation Studies
Visit www.covchurch.org/vocational-ministry/orientation for information
about Covenant Orientation.

Additional Degree Program
Components
As part of our mission to educate whole persons, North Park Theological
Seminary, in addition to academic assessment, evaluates students based
on their spiritual and emotional readiness for ministry or other vocation.
The evaluations are designed to give students assessments and tools to
grow in deeper self-awareness as those who are preparing to serve and
lead the church.

Testing and Evaluation
Testing and evaluation are required for all degree-seeking students.
Students taking courses primarily online are granted flexibility in
scheduling and location of testing. Contact Seminary Student Services
for details.
1. Midwest Ministry Assessment
Midwest Ministry Development (MMD) is an organization that
helps assess a student’s readiness for ministry. This testing is designed
to identify those individuals who, because of psychological and/
or emotional issues, may have significant difficulty in functioning
appropriately as seminarians or clergy. Confidentiality is strictly
maintained. The psychological assessment is administered in four
stages:
• Students prepare an autobiography, a medical history, a
theological formation questionnaire, and a signed statement of
personal conduct.
• Students complete the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality
Inventory-2, the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI), a
Sentence Completion component, and the Enneagram. A
clinical psychologist and counselor review the documents and
prepare a preliminary report.
• Students meet with a counselor for discussion of their
preliminary report during their Vocational Excellence course.
• Students must submit to MMD a written release of their final
report to the Dean of Students. Failure to do so in a timely
manner may result in blocked course registration.
The final portions of the evaluation are completed through FLDC
5300 Vocational Excellence.
2. Bible Exam
Students with less than a year of graduate work in biblical studies or
a related field are required to pass the Bible Exam before their Degree
Candidacy evaluation. The exam tests knowledge of people, places,
dates, books, and selected scripture passages. It is a multiple-choice
exam and students must answer a minimum of 80 percent correctly
in order to pass. The exam and its tutorial are both accessed online
but proctored on campus. Students make exam appointments with
Seminary Student Services.
3. Intercultural Development Instrument
The Intercultural Development Instrument (IDI) is an assessment
tool that measures one’s intercultural competence and can help
to prepare students for pastoral work in diverse ministry settings.
Students take the IDI in their first year, and results are confidential
to the student and IDI administrator. The IDI may be referenced to
help craft the student’s field education plan and during the Cultural
Competency Module.
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4. Degree Candidacy Evaluation
Degree Candidacy Evaluations are used as a means of academic,
spiritual, and ministerial guidance. Two faculty members evaluate
the student’s academic performance and his/her interaction with
faculty and peers based on learning assessments, entrance essays, and
a student reflection paper. The faculty team reports to all faculty
and to the Dean of Students and Community Life, and students are
affirmed in their degree program, affirmed with stipulations, or in
rare cases, not recommended as a candidate for the degree program.
Evaluations take place when a student has completed approximately
one-third of his or her degree program, typically in the second
semester of the first year of studies.
5. End of Studies Evaluation
During the fall semester before a student graduates, he or she submits
a reflection relating to ministry and a one-page statement focused
on a theological issue. Reflections, as well as a report from the
Director of Field Education, are reviewed with two faculty members
and a peer advocate of the student's choosing for further vocational
feedback. This is submitted to the entire faculty and to the Dean of
Students for approval. Master of divinity students must complete
FLDC 7316 Clinical Pastoral Education prior to the End of Studies
Evaluation. For those seeking placement in the Evangelical Covenant
Church, a recommendation from the faculty is required and will be
presented to the conference superintendents by the Dean of Students
following the End of Studies process.

Field Education
Field education is a companion to academic work at North Park
Theological Seminary. These experiences give further context to studies,
help develop maturity in interpersonal relationships in a ministry context,
provide practice in communication skills, develop insights into ministry
organization and procedure, and aid in discovering areas of growth
while strengthening a sense of Christian vocation. Field education
requirements differ for each degree program but may include:

•
•
•
•
•

FLDC 5300 Vocational Excellence
FLDC 7310 Internship Residency
FLDC 7315 Cultural Competency Module (CCM)
FLDC 7316 Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE)
FLDC 7318 Theological Reflection Module (TRM)

See Degree Program sections for specific field education requirements.
All degree-seeking students should schedule an appointment with Field
Education personnel early in their program to discuss and plan the
course of their field education. Students must have a plan in place prior
to the Degree Candidacy evaluation. Some students desire to complete
a full-time internship in a congregational setting or other specialized
ministry setting prior to their first year of academic study. These students
should contact the Field Education Office upon admission.
The Seminary Field Education Office is located in the basement of
Nyvall Hall. The Director of Field Education can be contacted at (773)
244-5251. The Associate Director of Field Education can be contacted at
(773)244-5259.

Online Options and Residency Requirements
The Association of Theological Schools has accredited the Seminary to
offer the MACM, MACF, and MDiv as a combination of online and
campus based intensive format. Courses are offered online during the
Seminary’s regular fall and spring semester schedules, and in one or two
week intensives in Chicago. No degree can be completed fully online.
Each degree program requires a campus a certain number of credit hours
which must be completed in residence at North Park’s Chicago campus.
The number of hours required in campus residency for all students are as
follows:
MACM – 13 credit hours
MACF – 17 credit hours
MDiv – 30 credit hours
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