
Academic Programs at North Park Theological Seminary

Masters Programs:
Master of Divinity

92 credits 11 field education hours

Master of Arts in Theological Studies 
60 credits 2 field education hours

Concentrations in Old Testament, New Testament, Church 
History, Theology/Ethics, and Cross–Cultural Ministry

Master of Arts in Christian Ministry 
36 credits 3 field education hours

Master of Arts in Christian Formation
48 credits 7 field education hours

Dual Degrees:
North Park Theological Seminary offers a dual degree option—
combining a seminary degree with a business degree. For more 
information, please visit www.northpark.edu/Seminary.

       Master of Divinity
-or- Master of Arts in Christian Formation
-or- Master of Arts in Christian Ministry 

-and-

       Master of Business Administration 
-or- Master of Nonprofit Administration

Certificates: (To apply for certificates, please use the 
Certificate and Visiting Student Application)

Intercultural Ministry
Camping and Retreat Ministry
Christian Formation
Christian Studies
Covenant Identity
Faith and Health
Foundational Courses
Justice Ministries
Youth Ministry

Cohort Certificate Programs: (A special application 
is used to apply for these certificates)

Spiritual Direction
Urban Ministry

Other Programs:
Doctor of Ministry in Preaching

Before you apply to North Park Theological Seminary
As the seminary of the Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC), you are encouraged to become familiar with mission, vision and 
values of the Evangelical Covenant Church. Some key documents of the ECC can be found at www.northpark.edu/ecc. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Instructions for the Application for Master’s Degree Programs

1. Fill out the application form if you are seeking a degree. Separate applications must be filled out for those applying for a certificate or the Doctor of 
Ministry program. Please contact the Admissions Office for more information.

2. Give enclosed recommendation forms to your references. The reference forms should be sent to us by the individuals completing each form before 
the due date.

a. Sign the waiver on the back of each form if you wish to waive your right to review the recommendation
b. Direct those filling out the reference forms to send them directly to North Park Theological Seminary
c. Do not choose a family member as a reference

3. Submit two essays with your application (double-spaced)
a. Write a brief autobiographical statement of no more than 750 words that includes separate sections with the following headings:

•	 A description of your family background
•	 The main events surrounding your commitment to Jesus Christ
•	 The important events contributing to your decision to enter Christian ministry or theological studies
•	 A description of a painful experience in your life and how it has shaped your journey and identity as a follower of Jesus.

Application for 
Degree-Seeking Students



b. Write a personal description of no more than 750 words in which you include separate sections with the following headings:
•	 Describe your temperament and personality as fairly as you can, commenting on both your strengths and weaknesses 
•	 What are your vocational goals and how do you anticipate your seminary education to prepare you?
•	 For	dual	degree	students	only:	Please elaborate on why are you seeking a graduate management degree in conjunction with your Seminary 

coursework? Specifically, in what ways do you expect your management education to influence and impact your career in ministry?
•	 Comment on the encouragement you have received, if any, from family and friends concerning your desire to enter seminary, and how 

others perceive your gifts for ministry
•	 Describe any previous ministry experiences
•	 Comment honestly on any relevant medical or psychological history; if appropriate, provide letters from counselors

4. Enclose a non–refundable $25 application fee. Make checks payable to North Park Theological Seminary. You may also pay by credit card over the phone.

5. Request an official academic transcript from each undergraduate, graduate, or professional institution that you have attended and have them sent 
directly to the Admissions Office of North Park Theological Seminary before the due date. If you have attended another seminary within the last 
five years and did not complete a degree, a letter of good standing from the dean is required.

6. Note that international students and students whose first language is not English have additional requirements and an earlier due date.

7. Sign the application and return it along with the essays and application fee to the Seminary Admissions Office.

Note: North Park Theological Seminary admits students on an ongoing basis but does have application deadlines. Please contact the Seminary 
Admissions Office at (800)964–0101, or visit our Web site at www.northpark.edu/sem for exact due dates for your situation. Early application is 
advisable for optimum consideration in financial aid and housing. This application will be reviewed by the Admissions Committee when it has been 
fully completed and when each of the items listed above have been received.

Admission Process
Listed below is the process by which a student is admitted to North Park Theological Seminary.

1. The application form is sent to the Seminary Admissions Office before the deadline.

2. Applicants are encouraged to contact the Admissions Office if they have questions about the status of their application or anything else.

3. When all of the documents have been received by the Admissions Office, interviews may be conducted with the recommending pastor or the 
applicant. Then, the application is reviewed for acceptance by the Admissions Committee. A letter stating the decision is then sent to the applicant. 

4. Once accepted and after the student’s FAFSA has been received, eligible students will be reviewed for financial aid. After the financial aid offer has 
been made, students receive registration information from the school. The dean of academic life also assigns an advisor to the student. Students are 
eligible to start classes at the beginning of any term. Students must apply for housing by the May 1st deadline, as housing is assigned on a first come, 
first served basis.

5. For additional information on standard admission requirements, please see our website.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

International Students
All applicants who are not citizens of the United States should submit the following documents:

•	 Affidavit of support and copy of a bank statement to show finances available for your educational and living expenses. 
•	 TOEFL test scores (www.ets.org/toefl) North Park’s TOEFL code is: 1556. If you have studied in English at an undergraduate or 

graduate level, the TOEFL test may be waived.
•	 Submit your academic transcripts to be evaluated by an organization such as Educational Credential Evaluators (www.ece.org) and 

request that the evaluation be sent directly to North Park Theological Seminary.
•	 Copy of your passport

Please see the website for English proficiency requirements, affidavit of support form and more information about how to apply as an international student.

Dual Degree Students
North Park Theological Seminary offers a dual degree option—combining a seminary degree with a business degree. In addition to the required 
material, dual degree students must also provide a resume. If you have an undergrad GPA below 3.0, you will need to take the GRE or GMAT. For more 
information, please visit www.northpark.edu/Seminary.

Master of Divinity -or- Master of Arts in Christian Formation -or- Master of Arts in Christian Ministry 
-and-   Master of Business Administration -or- Master of Nonprofit Administration

First–Year Internship Students
Internships are required for Master of Divinity and Master of Arts in Christian Formation students. If a student should choose, North Park offers a first-
year internship program in which students begin receiving credit for an internship before formally beginning academic coursework. To receive credit 
for a first-year internship, students must first be accepted into a degree-program and receive approval for their internship site by the Field Education 
Department. For more information about the completing a first-year internship, please contact the Admissions Office.



Application for Admission
For Degree-Seeking Students

Personal Information
(Please type or print)

Name                        _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 First           Middle          Last

Date of Application _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

o Female o Male 

Social Security (Required for US Citizens and permanent residents. Other students enter: 999-99-9999) _______________________________________

Permanent address ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing address (if different than permanent address) ____________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Daytime phone _________________________________________ Evening phone _______________________________________________

Cell phone  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Place of birth ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Date of birth ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Citizenship
o U.S. citizen  o U.S. citizen living abroad

o Other citizenship __________________________________ o Dual citizenship _______________________

If you are not a US Citizen, provide the following and scan and email a copy of your document to semadmissions@northpark.edu.

Alien Registration Number _________________________________________________________________________________________________

VISA Classification/Type __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Expiration Date __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Marital and Family Information
o Single o Married, date of marriage _______________________________  o Previously married/separated 

Spouse’s full name  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Spouse’s date of birth  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Spouse’s education and employment __________________________________________________________________________________________

Children: names, dates of birth, gender  _______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Ethnicity and Race
Do you wish to be identified as Hispanic/Latino?  o Yes o No

Regardless of your answer to the previous question, if you wish to be identified with a particular group, please check one or more of the following:

o American Indian or Alaska Native   o Asian  o Black or African American

o Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander  o White

Church Information
Church membership (name of church, address, phone number, and name of current pastor) _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Date of membership ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Denominational affiliation of church _________________________________________________________________________________________

Current relationship to a local church o Staff member o Member o Regular attendee  o Occasional attendee

Work History
Present occupation/title ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Present employer and dates employed _________________________________________________________________________________________

Work history (begin with most recent work experience)

Company    Supervisor   Dates   Job Title    Responsibilities

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Academic Information
List below all post-high school institutions attended:

Name of school      State/Country    Dates Attended   Degree   Diploma date, if awarded

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you consider your scholastic record as adequately reflective of your academic abilities?   o Yes o No

Please explain: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever been refused admission to, suspended by, or dismissed from a school or seminary?  o Yes o No  If yes, please explain on a 
separate piece of paper.

Enrollment and Housing Information
Anticipated enrollment date (month, year) _________________________       o Full time o Part time

I/We desire school housing:  o Yes o No  If yes, the number of people needing housing __________________________________________

I intend to start theological studies online:  o Yes  o No



Enrollment Status (check if applicable):

o Transfer student (Please obtain a letter of good standing from the dean of your previous school)

o First-year intern: Site ______________________________________ Date on campus _____________________________________________

Please note: Intern sites must be approved by the Office of Field Education.

Program Information

Application is being made for the following degree and/or program	
* The MATS program is not offered in the online format.

o Master of Divinity (MDiv)  o Master of Arts in Christian Formation (MACF)

o Master of Arts in Christian Ministry (MACM)  o Master of Arts in Theological Studies (MATS)*

Dual Degree

If applying for a dual degree, then select which business degree will be paired with the above seminary degree.

o Master of Nonprofit Administration (MNA)  o Master of Business Administration (MBA)

(For the following programs, please ask the Seminary Admissions Office for the appropriate application: Doctor of Ministry in Preaching, ministry certificates, 
visiting student, and auditing.)

International Students Only
Please have your official TOEFL scores submitted directly to North Park Theological Seminary. North Park’s official TOEFL code is: 1556.

TOEFL score required (for students whose primary language is not English) ___________________________________________________________

Date of exam ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you are married, will your spouse accompany you to the United States? _____________________________________________________________

If you have children, how many of them will accompany you to the United States? ______________________________________________________

Name of child          Birth date        Gender

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other Information
How did you hear about North Park Theological Seminary, and how did you become interested in applying?  _________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are you applying to any other schools? o Yes o No If yes, which schools:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever pled guilty or been convicted or adjudicated of a felony or misdemeanor? o Yes o No If yes, please attach an explanation on a 
separate piece of paper. Such information will not necessarily disqualify you from admission.

I hereby make application for admission into North Park Theological Seminary and promise to abide by the regulations of the institution and to promote its 
best interests. I certify that to the best of my knowledge all answers given in this application are accurate and truthful. I understand that as the seminary of the 
Evangelical Covenant Church, North Park Theological Seminary prepares both women and men for pastoral and lay leadership in the church.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Signature        Date



Application Checklist
o Complete and sign the application

o Review and sign the waiver on each reference form

o Distribute reference forms and ask them to complete and return the 
forms to North Park as soon as possible

o Complete the two essays

o Enclose a $25, non–refundable application fee

o Request that transcripts be sent to: Admissions Office of North Park 
Theological Seminary, Box 40

For dual degree students only:

o Resume

o GRE or GMAT scores if undergrad GPS is below 3.0

International Student Application Checklist
Please complete the steps on the general application checklist as well as 
the following:

o Complete the affidavit of support form and send it with supporting 
bank statement documents

o Take the TOEFL test and have your scores sent directly to North Park 
Theological Seminary

o Submit your academic transcripts to an evaluation such at Educational 
Credential Evaluators and have the evaluation sent directly to 
Admissions Office of North Park Seminary.

o Send a copy of your passport



Pastoral Reference Form

Applicant’s name  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Applicant’s address, phone number, and email  __________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Note to applicant: You must indicate your preference and sign the reference waiver located on the back of this form for it to be processed.

In seeking admission into North Park Theological Seminary, the above applicant is required to have this form filled out and returned to the 
Admissions Office at the Seminary. We seek individuals who are qualified to pursue theological studies and who have the potential to serve 
effectively in the ministry they choose; we would appreciate a frank evaluation of this applicant. If you feel that this form is not adequate for 
your remarks, please feel free to provide your response in a separate document. Please note that an additional interview with you is standard for 
all applicants to degree programs at North Park Theological Seminary. It is recommended that you not be part of the church recommendation 
committee if you submit this form.

CONFIDENTIALITY: Federal law gives students the option to waive their right to see specific letters of recommendation. If the applicant has not 
signed the waiver on the reverse side of this form, it will be assumed that you are submitting information with the full knowledge that it may be seen by 
the applicant if he or she is accepted and enrolls at North Park.

1. How long have you known the applicant? ___________________________________________________________________________________

2. In what capacity have you known the applicant?  _____________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is your occupation? _______________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Please evaluate the applicant in the following areas: (Circle	only	one	number	for	each	item	using	the	following	scale:	1	–	Excellent,	2	–	Very	Good,	
3 – Average, 4 – Poor, N – Not Observed)

Christian faith and commitment 1 2 3 4 N
Moral character  1 2 3 4 N
Leadership  1 2 3 4 N
Personal maturity  1 2 3 4 N
Spiritual maturity  1 2 3 4 N
Ability to work with others 1 2 3 4 N
Reliability  1 2 3 4 N
Emotional stability  1 2 3 4 N
Interpersonal relationships 1 2 3 4 N
Judgment  1 2 3 4 N
Communication skills (written) 1 2 3 4 N
Communication skills (oral) 1 2 3 4 N
Organizational skills  1 2 3 4 N
Flexibility in work related situations 1 2 3 4 N
Ability to analyze a problem and formulate a solution 1 2 3 4 N

5. What do you consider as the applicant’s most important gifts, strengths, or personal characteristics? _____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



6. In your opinion, what are the applicant’s areas for growth and improvement?  _______________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Please comment upon the applicant’s potential future success managing people and organizations?  ______________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Do you recommend this person for admission to North Park Theological Seminary?

o Highly recommend         o Recommend o Recommend with reservations ________________________ o Do not recommend

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Signature        Date

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Print name        Phone Number

Please email form to semadmissions@northpark.edu or mail to: North Park Theological Seminary Admissions, Box 40, 3225 West Foster 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625-9972. Be sure to retain a copy for yourself.

Reference Waiver

The Family Education and Privacy Act of 1974 provides the applicant the right of access to information provided by their references after the application 
has been accepted and the applicant has enrolled at North Park Theological Seminary. The law also allows the applicant the privilege to waive the right 
of access, an action which may enhance the integrity of recommendations and references. No school, however, can require an applicant to sign such a 
waiver, nor can it discriminate in any way against any applicant who does not waive his or her right to access.

Please check one:

o I waive my right of access

o I do not waive my right to review this form

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Signature        Date



Church Recommendation Form

Applicant’s name _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Enrollment date __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Degree program __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dear Church Committee:
As the local church, your role is crucial in the recruitment and calling of men and women into Christian service and leadership. God’s call has always 
involved more than one individual’s private decision. The New Testament is clear that there are requirements and qualifications for ministry which must 
be met by those who would serve. These include the recognition of one’s gifts by those being served; therefore, the call to ministry is a shared process by 
the candidate and his or her local church.

A committee to evaluate the candidate must be comprised of at least two members of the church who are in staff or lay leadership roles. The interview 
may take place in person or over the phone. The applicant may choose to submit in writing in advance his or her answers to the questions in Section A, 
but the committee should still meet with the applicant and discuss his or her answers.

Whether or not the candidate enrolls in seminary, North Park believes the process of having candidates dialog with home churches is one that has 
value in itself. Please feel free to include any additional questions and comments that may be useful. If you have any questions, please call the NPTS 
Admissions Office at (800) 964–0101 or (773) 244–6229.

1. As a committee, meet with the candidate and discuss the questions and issues in Section A: “Interview with the candidate.”

2. As a committee, meet without the candidate present and discuss the issues in Section B: “Questions to address within the committee.”

3. Committee members should sign this recommendation form. Have someone act as secretary for the meeting to submit the answers to the questions 
on a separate sheet of paper and mail it with this form promptly to:

North Park Theological Seminary
Admissions Office, Box 40
3225 West Foster Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60625–4895

4. Keep a copy of the form.



Section A
Questions for the interview with the candidate:

1. What gifts for ministry do you have and in what ways have you demonstrated these gifts? 
How have you enriched your church and/or the Church at large?

2. What joys and difficulties have you experienced in ministry?

3. What obstacles do you foresee having to face in seminary (e.g., financial, theological, personal, familial, others)?



Section B
Questions to address within the committee without the candidate present:

4. How long and how well have the committee members known the candidate?

5. Has the church recognized the gifts for ministry mentioned in Section A, Question 1? Is the candidate realistic in assessing these gifts?

6. List reasons why you would or would not recommend this person for ministry given appropriate training in his or her particular area of interest. Are 
there any potential problem areas or concerns for this person’s effectiveness in ministry?



Church name  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Church address  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Church phone number ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Church fax number _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Submitted by (please have all committee members sign this form):

Print name       Signature

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please email form to semadmissions@northpark.edu or mail to: North Park Theological Seminary Admissions, Box 40, 3225 West Foster 

Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625-9972. Be sure to retain a copy for yourself.

North Park Theological Seminary admits qualified students regardless of race, age, sex, national or ethnic origin, or disability.



Faculty/Colleague 
Reference Form

Applicant’s name _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Applicant’s address, phone number, and email __________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Note to applicant: You must indicate your preference and sign the reference waiver located on the back of this form for it to be processed.

In seeking admission into North Park Theological Seminary, the above applicant is required to have this form filled out and returned to the Admissions 
Office at the Seminary. We seek individuals who are qualified to pursue theological studies and who have the potential to serve effectively in the 
ministry they choose; we would appreciate a frank evaluation of this applicant. If you feel that this form is not adequate for your remarks, please feel free 
to provide your response in a separate document. 

CONFIDENTIALITY: Federal law gives students the option to waive their right to see specific letters of recommendation. If the applicant has not 
signed the waiver on the reverse side of this form, it will be assumed that you are submitting information with the full knowledge that it may be seen by 
the applicant if he or she is accepted and enrolls at North Park.

1. How long have you known the applicant? ___________________________________________________________________________________

2. In what capacity have you known the applicant? ______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is your occupation? _______________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Please evaluate the applicant in the following areas: (Circle	only	one	number	for	each	item	using	the	following	scale:	1	–	Excellent,	2	–	Very	Good,	
3 – Average, 4 – Poor, N – Not Observed)

Christian faith and commitment 1 2 3 4 N
Moral character  1 2 3 4 N
Leadership  1 2 3 4 N
Personal maturity  1 2 3 4 N
Spiritual maturity  1 2 3 4 N
Ability to work with others 1 2 3 4 N
Reliability  1 2 3 4 N
Emotional stability  1 2 3 4 N
Interpersonal relationships 1 2 3 4 N
Judgment  1 2 3 4 N
Communication skills (written) 1 2 3 4 N
Communication skills (oral) 1 2 3 4 N
Organizational skills  1 2 3 4 N
Flexibility in work related situations 1 2 3 4 N
Ability to analyze a problem and formulate a solution 1 2 3 4 N

5. What do you consider as the applicant’s most important gifts, strengths, or personal characteristics? _____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Reference Waiver

The Family Education and Privacy Act of 1974 provides the applicant the right of access to information provided by their references after the application 
has been accepted and the applicant has enrolled at North Park Theological Seminary. The law also allows the applicant the privilege to waive the right 
of access, an action which may enhance the integrity of recommendations and references. No school, however, can require an applicant to sign such a 
waiver, nor can it discriminate in any way against any applicant who does not waive his or her right to access.

Please check one:

o I waive my right of access

o I do not waive my right to review this form

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Signature        Date

6. In your opinion, what are the applicant’s areas for growth and improvement?  _______________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Please comment upon the applicant’s potential future success managing people and organizations?  ______________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Do you recommend this person for admission to North Park Theological Seminary?

o Highly recommend  o Recommend o Recommend with reservations ________________________ o Do not recommend

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Signature        Date

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Print name        Phone Number

Please email form to semadmissions@northpark.edu or mail to: North Park Theological Seminary Admissions, Box 40, 3225 West Foster 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625-9972. Be sure to retain a copy for yourself.




