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EDUCATION 

Ph.D., SOCIOLOGY.  1991. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.   
 Dissertation: The Rise of the Urban Underclass: A Theory of Separate Spheres. 
Exam Areas:  Urban Sociology, Migration 

 
M.A., SOCIOLOGY.  1990. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Thesis:  The Role of Migration in Concentrating the Black Urban Poor.  

 

B.A., SOCIOLOGY.   1988. Loyola University of Chicago. 
Honors:  Summa Cum Laude, Gallagher Key Award, 4.0 GPA  

Minor:   Psychology, with a concentration in Statistics 

     
RESEARCH & TEACHING 

          Race & Ethnic Relations, Religion, Urban, Methods 
 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
North Park  *Provost, 2015-current 

University, *Professor, Sociology and Urban Studies 

Chicago 

 

Rice University *Allyn R. & Gladys M. Cline Professor of Sociology, 2005-2015.  
* Co-Director, Kinder Institute for Urban Research (2010 to   

   2014), and Director of its predecessor , CORRUL (Center   
   on Race, Religion and Urban Life), 2005-2010. 
*Affiliate, Hobby Center for the Study of Texas, 2010-2015. 

 

Danish Institute Visiting Professor, 2013-2014, Summer 2015 

 

University of   Professor of Sociology and Director, DuBois Center for the 
Notre Dame  Advanced Study of Religion and Race, 2004-2005. 

 
Rice University *R.A. Tsanoff Professor of Public Affairs and Sociology, 2003-2004. 

   *Associate Professor of Sociology, 1999-2003. 
 
Bethel College Assistant to Associate Professor, Sociology, 1995-1999. 

 

St. John’s Univ. Assistant Professor of Sociology, 1991-1995. 

 



 

GRANTS RECEIVED 
   $105,000 2014-2016, Parental Transmission of Religious Values to Children. Grant 

from Notre Dame and the Lilly Endowment, Inc.  
 

   $101,000 2013-2014, Investigator, Zero Carbon Redevelopment Project, for density 

increasing development of Fifth Ward Neighborhood, Houston. Grant 
from the Shell Center for Sustainability. 

   

   $545,622 2011-2013, Primary Investigator, Second Wave of Portraits of American 
Life Study, Lilly Endowment Inc.  

  
   $475,000 2010-2012, Co-Investigator, Houston Area Study of Attitudes toward 

Education, Health, and the Arts. (Steve Klineberg, PI) 
 
  $200,000 2008-2009, Transition grant to Second Wave of Portraits of American Life 

Study, Notre Dame. 
   

  $190,149 2007-2009, Co-PI, “Immigrant Urban Religion and the Changing Face of 
American Civic Life.” Russell Sage Foundation. 

 

  $201,454 2006-2007, Primary Investigator, “Coastal Industrial Cities: Challenges 
and Prospects for Sustainability.”  For comparative research in coastal 
cities of China and the United States. Grant from the Shell Center for 

Sustainability.  
 

$3,396,000 2003-2007, Primary Investigator, “Portraits of American Life Study.”  For 
first wave of longitudinal study. Lilly Endowment.  

 

    $150,000 2005-2007, Co-Investigator, “Religious Capital and Congregations of PS-
ARE Respondents.” Grant from the Templeton Foundation. 

 
$50,000   2002-03, Co-PI, “Costs and Benefits of Ethnic Diversity in Urban 

Religious Organizations.” Grant from the Louisville Institute.  

  
$485,000 1999-2002, Primary Investigator, “Multiracial Congregations and Their 

Peoples.” Grant from the Lilly Endowment, Inc.  
 

$350,000 1995-1997, Co-Investigator, “Assessing Evangelical Identity and 

Influence in a Rapidly Changing Society.” Grant from the Pew Charitable 
Trusts.  

 
$2,180 1994-1995, Primary Investigator, “The Effects of Public Sector 

Employment and Entrepreneurship on African American Socio-economic 

Well-being.” MacPherson Grant, St. John’s Univ. 
 

$40,000 1993-1994, Co-primary Investigator, “Adult Survey of Gambling in 
Minnesota.” Grant from Minnesota Department of Human Services. 



 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
Books/Edited Volumes/Monographs 

Emerson, Michael O., and Kevin Smiley. Market Cities/People Cities: The Shape of Our 
Urban Future.  (NYU Press, expected publication 2017). 

 
Emerson, Michael O., Jenifer Bratter, and Sergio Chavez. 2016. The (Un)Making of Race 

and Ethnicity: A Reader.  New York: Oxford University Press.  
 
Shelton, Jason, and Michael O. Emerson. 2012. Blacks and Whites in Christian America: 

How Racial Discrimination Shapes Religious Convictions. New York: NYU Press. 
*2012 C. Calvin Smith Book Award, for best book published by member of the 

Southern Conference of African American Studies. 

*2014 Honorary Mention, Book of the Year, Religion Section, American Sociological 
Association. 

  

Emerson, Michael O., and George Yancey. 2011. Transcending Racial Barriers: A 
Mutual Obligations Approach. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 
Emerson, Michael O., Susan Monahan, and William Mirola. 2010. Religion Matters: 
What Sociology Teaches Us about Religion in Our World. Allyn & Bacon. 

 
Anthony B. Pinn, Caroline F. Levander, and Michael O. Emerson, eds. 2010. Teaching 

and Studying the Americas: Cultural Influences from Colonialism to the Present. New 
York: Palgrave Macmillan. 
 

Susan Monahan, William Mirola, and Michael O. Emerson, eds. 2010. Sociology of 
Religion: A Reader (2nd Edition). Allyn & Bacon. 

 
Smith, Christian, and Michael O. Emerson. 2008. Passing the Plate: Why American 
Christians Don’t Give Away More Money.  New York: Oxford University Press. 
  *Cover story, December 2008 issue of Christianity Today magazine. 

 

Emerson, Michael O., with Rodney Woo. 2006. People of the Dream: Multiracial 
Congregations in the United States. Princeton University Press. 

*2007 Oliver Cromwell Cox Award, American Sociological Association, Racial and 

Ethnic Minorities Section. 
*Named one of Choice’s “Outstanding Academic Titles” for 2006  
*Stories about book appeared in over 40 newspapers. 

 
Christerson, Brad, Korie L. Edwards, and Michael O. Emerson (authorship equal, listed 

in alphabetical order). 2005. Against All Odds: The Struggle for Racial Integration in 
Religious Organizations. NYU Press. 
  

DeYoung, Curtiss, Michael O. Emerson, George Yancey, and Karen Chai Kim. 2003. 
United by Faith: The Multiracial Congregation as an Answer to the Problem of Race. 

New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
Monahan, Susanne, William Mirola, and Michael O. Emerson (editors). 2001. Sociology 

of Religion: A Reader.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall. 



 

Emerson, Michael O., and Christian Smith. 2000. Divided by Faith: Evangelical Religion 
and the Problem of Race in America. New York: Oxford University Press.   

  *2001 Distinguished Book Award Winner, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. 

*Featured as Author Meets Critics Session, 2002 American Sociological Association 
        Annual Meeting, jointly sponsored by the Racial and Ethnic Minorities and  
       Sociology of Religion Sections. 

  
Smith, Christian, with Michael O. Emerson, Sally Gallagher, Paul Kennedy, and David 

Sikkink. 1998. American Evangelicalism: Embattled and Thriving. Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press. 

 

Emerson, Michael O., J. Clark Laundergan, and James Schaefer. 1994. Adult Survey of 
Minnesota Problem Gambling: Changes 1990 to 1994. Duluth, MN: Center for 

Addiction Studies, University of Minnesota—Duluth. Monograph for Minnesota 
Department of Human Services. 

  

Refereed Articles/Book Chapters 
Smiley, Kevin, Michael Oluf Emerson, and Julie Werner-Markussen. 2017. “Immigration 

Attitudes Before and After Tragedy in Copenhagen: The Importance of Political 
Affiliation and Safety Concerns." Sociological Forum 32(2). 
 

Howell, Junia, and Michael O. Emerson. 2016.  “So What ‘Should’ We Use? Evaluating 
the Impact of Five Racial Measures on Markers of Social Inequality.” Sociology of Race 

and Ethnicity 2(4).  
 
Emerson, Michael O., Elizabeth Korver-Glenn, Kiara Douds. 2015. “Studying Race and 

Religion: A Critical Assessment.” Sociology of Race and Ethnicity 1(3):349-359. 
 

Emerson, Michael O. 2015. “The Vital Role of Religious Institutions.” Pp. 97-106 in The 
Thriving Society: On the Social Conditions of Human Flourishing, edited by James 
Stoner and Harold James. Princeton, NJ: Witherspoon. 

 
Yancey, George, and Michael O. Emerson. (2014). “Does Height Matter? An 

Examination of Height Preferences in Romantic Coupling.” Journal of Family Issues. 
 *Findings from this article appeared in over 200 media outlets worldwide. 
 

Ecklund, Elaine Howard, Celina Davila, Michael O. Emerson, Sam Kye, and Esther 
Chan. 2013. “Motivating Civic Engagement: In-Group vs. Out-Group Service 

Orientations among Mexican Americans in Religious and Non-Religious Organizations.” 
Sociology of Religion 74(3):370-391. 
 

Marti, Gerardo, and Michael O. Emerson. 2013 “The Rise of the Diversity Expert: How 
American Evangelicals Simultaneously Accentuate and Ignore Race.” Pp. 179-199 in The 

New Evangelical Social Engagement, edited by Brian Steensland and Philip Goff. New 
York: Oxford University Press. 
 

Porter, Jeremy, and Michael O. Emerson. 2013 “Religiosity and Social Network 
Diversity: Decomposing the ‘Divided by Faith’ Theoretical Framework.” Social Science 

Quarterly 94(3):732-757. 



 

Edwards, Korie L., Brad Christerson, and Michael O. Emerson. 2013 “Race, Religious 
Organizations, and Integration.”  Annual Review of Sociology 39:211-228. 
 

Ecklund, Elaine Howard, Yiping Eva Shi, Michael O. Emerson, Samuel H. Kye. 2013 
“Rethinking the Connection between Religion and Civic Life for Immigrants: The 

Exploratory Case of the Chinese Diaspora.” Review of Religious Research 55(2): 209-
229. 
 

Lewis, Valerie, Michael O. Emerson, and Stephen Klineberg. 2011. “Who We’ll Live 
With: Racial Composition Preferences of Whites, Blacks, and Latinos.” Social Forces, 

89(4): 1385-1408.  
 
Emerson, Michael O., David Sikkink, and Adele James. 2010.  “The Panel Study of 

American Religion and Ethnicity: Background, Methods, and Selected Results.” Journal 
for the Scientific Study of Religion, 49:162-171. 

 
Emerson, Michael O. 2010. “A Major Motion Picture: Studying and Teaching the 
Americas.” Pp. 77-92 in Teaching and Studying the Americas: Cultural Influences from 

Colonialism to the Present, edited by Byrd et al. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 
 

Levander, Caroline F., Anthony B. Pinn, and Michael O. Emerson. 2010. “Introduction.” 
Pp. 1-9 in Teaching and Studying the Americas: Cultural Influences from Colonialism to 
the Present, edited by Byrd et al. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

 
Shelton, Jason, and Michael O. Emerson. 2010. “Extending the Debate over Nationalism 

versus Integration: How Cultural Commitments and Assimilation Trajectories Influence 
Beliefs about Black Power.” Journal of African American Studies 14(3):312-336. 
 

Emerson, Michael O. 2009. “Race, Religion, and the Color Line (or is that the Color 
Wall?).” In Rethinking the Color Line: Readings in Race and Ethnicity, 4th edition, edited 

by Charles A. Gallagher. Boston, MA: McGraw-Hill Publishers. Pp. 203-211. 
 
Emerson, Michael O. 2008. “Why a Forum on Racially and Ethnically Diverse 

Congregations?” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 47:1-4. 
 

Sikkink, David, and Michael O. Emerson. 2008. “School Choice and Racial Residential 
Segregation: The Role of Parent’s Education.” Ethnic and Racial Studies, 31:267-293. 
 

Emerson, Michael O., and George Yancey. 2008. “African Americans in Interracial 
Congregations: An Analysis of Demographics, Social Networks, and Social Attitudes.” 

Review of Religious Research 49:301-318. 
 
Jaffe, Amy Myers, and Michael O. Emerson. 2007. “From the U.S. to China: Coastal 

City Challenges and Prospects for Sustainability.” The Edge Fall: 7-9. 
 

Emerson, Michael O. and Rusty Hawkins. 2007. “Viewed in Black and White: 
Conservative Protestants, Racial Issues, and Oppositional Politics.” Pp. 327-343 in 
Religion and American Politics: From the Colonial Period to the Present (2nd Ed.), 

edited by Mark Noll and Luke Harlow. New York: Oxford University Press.   



 

Emerson, Michael O., and David Hartman. 2006. “The Rise of Religious 
Fundamentalism.” Annual Review of Sociology, 32:127-144. 
 

Read, Jen’nan G., Michael O. Emerson, and Alvin Tarlov. 2005. “Implications of Black 
Immigrant Health for U.S. Racial Disparities in Health.”  Journal of Immigrant Health 

7,3:205-211. 
 
Read, Jen’nan, and Michael O. Emerson. 2005. “Racial Context, Black Immigration, and 

the U.S. Black/White Health Disparity.” Social Forces, 84:181-199. 
 

Yancey, George, and Michael O. Emerson. 2003. “Intracongregational Church Conflict: 
A Comparison of Monoracial and Multiracial Churches.” Research in the Social 
Scientific Study of Religion 14:113-128. 

 
Emerson, Michael O., and Karen Chai Kim. 2003. “Multiracial Congregations: A 

Typology and Analysis of Their Development.” Journal for the Scientific Study of 
Religion 42:217-227. 
 

Emerson, Michael O. 2003. “Faith that Separates: Evangelicals and Black-White 
Relations.” In A Public Faith: Evangelicals and Civic Engagement (Michael Cromartie, 

ed.). Colorado: Rowman & Littlefield. 
 
Christerson, Brad, and Michael O. Emerson. 2003. “The Costs of Diversity in Religious 

Organizations: An In-Depth Case Study.” Sociology of Religion 64:163-182. 
 

Yancey, George, and Michael O. Emerson. 2003. “Integrated Sundays: An Exploratory 
Study into the Formation of Multiracial Churches.” Sociological Focus 36:111-126. 
 

Emerson, Michael O., Rachel Tolbert Kimbro, and George Yancey. 2002. “Contact 
Theory Extended: The Effects of Prior Racial Contact on Current Social Ties.” Social 

Science Quarterly 83:745-761. 
 
Emerson, Michael O., George Yancey, and Karen Chai. 2001. “Does Race Matter in 

Residential Segregation: Exploring the Preferences of White Americans.” American 
Sociological Review 66:922-935. 

 
Yancey, George, and Michael O. Emerson. 2001 “An Analysis of Resistance to Racial 
Exogamy: The 1998 South Carolina Elections.” Journal of Black Studies 32:132-147. 

 
Emerson, Michael O., Christian Smith, and David Sikkink. 1999. “Equal in Christ, But 

Not in the World: White Conservative Protestants and Explanations of Black-White 
Inequality.” Social Problems 46:398-417. 
 

Smith, Christian, Michael Emerson, Sally Gallagher, Paul Kennedy, and David Sikkink. 
1997. “The Myth of Culture Wars: The Case of American Protestantism.” Pp. 175-195 in 

Culture Wars in American Politics: Critical Reviews of a Popular Thesis (Rhys 
Williams, ed.). NY: Aldine de Gruyter. 
 



Emerson, Michael O. 1996. “Through Tinted Glasses: Religion, Worldviews, and 

Attitudes Toward Legalized Abortion.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 35:41-
55. 
 

Emerson, Michael O., and J. Clark Laundergan. 1996. “Gambling and Problem Gambling 
in Minnesota: 1990-1994.” Journal of Gambling Studies 12:291-304. 

 
Emerson, Michael O. 1994. “Is it Different in Dixie? Percent Black and Segregation in 
the South and Non-South.” The Sociological Quarterly 35:571-580. 

 
Emerson, Michael O., and Fred D. Hall. 1994. “The Urban Underclass: A New 

Measurement Model.” In The Sociology of African Americans: A Reader (Clyde O. 
McDaniel, ed.). Fort Worth, TX: Harcourt Brace. 
 

Emerson, Michael O. 1993. “African Americans and the Economy.” Symposium 11:49-
57. 

 
Emerson, Michael O., and Mark E. Van Buren. 1992. “Conceptualizing Attitudes Toward 
the Welfare State: A Comment on Hasenfeld and Rafferty.” Social Forces 71:503-510. 

 
Book Reviews 

Emerson, Michael O. 2012. “God’s Century: Resurgent Religion and Global Politics,” 
book review, Contemporary Sociology 41 (6): 826-828. 
 

Emerson, Michael O. 2011. “The Imperative of Integration,” book review, American 
Journal of Sociology, 117 (1): 317-319. 

 
Emerson, Michael O. 2009. “The Sage Handbook on the Sociology of Religion,” book 
review, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 48:616-617. 

 
Emerson, Michael O. 2003. “E. Franklin Frazier and Black Bourgeoisie,” book review, 

Journal of Southern History 69:987-88. 
 
Emerson, Michael O. 2002. “A Particular Place: Urban Restructuring and Religious 

Ecology in a Southern Exurb,” book review, Sociology of Religion 63:120-121. 
 

Emerson, Michael O. 2000. “Being Black, Living in the Red: Race, Wealth, and Social 
Policy in America,” book review, Social Forces 78:1579-1580. 
  

Emerson, Michael O. 1999. “Civil Rights and Social Wrongs: Black-White Relations 
Since World War II,” book review, Social Forces 77:1638-1640. 

 
Emerson, Michael O. 1997. “Resurgent Evangelicalism in the United States: Mapping 
Cultural Change since 1970,” book review, Review of Religious Research, 39:175-176. 

 
Emerson, Michael O. 1993. “Handbook on International Migration,” book review, Social 

Forces 72:602-604. 

 

Other Publications 



Emerson, Michael O. 2015. “The Sociology of Religion: An Overview.” Religion: 

Macmillan Interdisciplinary Handbooks.  London, UK: Macmillan. 
  
Emerson, Michael O. 2014. The First Annual Copenhagen Area Survey: Taking the Pulse 

of the Region. (http://www.kinder.rice.edu)  
 

Emerson, Michael O. and Laura J. Essenburg. 2013. “What is Marriage? Americans 
Dividing.” Portraits of American Life Study White Paper (http://www.thearda.com/pals/).  

 

Emerson, Michael O. and Laura J. Essenburg. 2013. “Religious Change and Continuity in 
the United States, 2006-2012.” Portraits of American Life Study White Paper 

(http://www.thearda.com/pals/).  

 
Miller, Renita, and Michael O. Emerson. 2013. “What should be done with Illegal 

Immigrants? The Views of Americans.” Portraits of American Life Study White Paper 
(http://www.thearda.com/pals/).  

 
Laws, Terri, W. Duncan Wadsworth, and Michael O. Emerson. 2013. “Making Babies: 
Religion and Moral Diversity in Views on Abortion and Human Genetic Engineering.” 

Portraits of American Life Study White Paper (http://www.thearda.com/pals/).  
 

Peifer, Jared L., and Michael O. Emerson. 2013. “Exceptional Political Participation 
among African Americans: Countering the Overall Trend.” Portraits of American Life 
Study White Paper (http://www.thearda.com/pals/).  

  
Emerson, Michael O. 2013. “A New Day for Multiracial Congregations.” Reflections: A 

Magazine of Theological and Ethical Inquiry, Yale University (Spring, pp. 11-15).  
 
Emerson, Michael O., Junia Howell, and Jenifer Bratter. 2012. “Houston Region Grows 

More Racially/Ethnically Diverse, with Small Declines in Segregation.” Kinder Institute 
for Urban Research Report. 

 
Emerson, Michael O. 2010. “The Persistent Problem.” In Racism issue of Christian 
Reflection: A Series in Faith and Ethics, Robert B. Kruschwitz (editor). Baylor Press.  

 
Emerson, Michael O. 2009. “African American Religion in the Urban Context.” In The 

Encyclopedia of African American Religious Culture, Anthony B. Pinn (editor), Santa 
Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO. Pp. 549-560. 
 

Emerson, Michael O. 2000. “Race, Ethnicity, and Religious Identity.”  Introductory essay 
in The Sociology of Religion: A Reader, edited by Monahan, Mirola, and Emerson. 

Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 2000. 
 
Emerson, Michael O. 2000. “The Sociology of Religion.” In Contemporary American 

Religion, Wade Clark Roof (ed.). NY: Macmillan Reference. 
 

Sikkink, David, and Michael O. Emerson. 2000. “Home Schooling.” In Contemporary 
American Religion, Wade Clark Roof (ed.). NY: Macmillan Reference. 
 

http://www.kinder.rice.edu/
http://www.thearda.com/pals/
http://www.thearda.com/pals/
http://www.thearda.com/pals/
http://www.thearda.com/pals/
http://www.thearda.com/pals/


Emerson, Michael O. and Robyn Minahan. 2000. “The Rapture.” In Contemporary 

American Religion, Wade Clark Roof (ed.). NY: Macmillan Reference. 
 
Smith, Christian, with Michael O. Emerson, Sally Gallagher, and Paul Kennedy. 1997. 

“The Discursive Environment in Rich and Multivocal: Why Privilege Two Voices?” 
American Sociological Association Culture Section Newsletter, 2, 2: Winter. 

 
Smith, Christian, with Michael O. Emerson, Sally Gallagher, and Paul Kennedy.  1997. 
“The Myth of the Culture Wars.” American Sociological Association Culture Section 

Newsletter, 2, 1: Fall. 

 

Reprints 
Emerson, Michael O., and Christian Smith. 2000. “Color-Blinded.” An excerpt from 

Divided by Faith, appearing in Christianity Today 44:36-39. 
 
DeYoung, Curtiss P., Michael O. Emerson, George Yancey, and Karen Chai Kim. 2005. 

“All Churches should be Multiracial.” An excerpt from United by Faith, appearing in 
Christianity Today 49:33-35. 

 
 

        ACADEMIC HONORS 
2015- President Elect and President, Association for the Sociology of Religion. 
2016 

 
2014 George R. Brown Prize for Excellence in Teaching, Rice University (the 

University’s top teaching prize) 

 
2014 Gateway Recognition Award, School of Social Sciences, Rice University. 

 
2013 Finalist, George R. Brown Teaching Award, Rice University. 
 

2013- Council Member, Association for the Sociology of Religion. 
2015 

 
2012 Sarah Burnett Teaching Prize, Rice University, for top teacher in the Social 

Sciences. 

 
2012 Finalist, George R. Brown Teaching Award, Rice University. 

 
2010 Nominated for the Joseph B. and Toby Gittler Prize for outstanding scholarly 

contributions to racial, ethnic, and religious relations.  Brandeis University.  

 
2009 Chair, American Sociological Association Section on Religion. 

 
2008  George R. Brown Award for Superior Teaching, Rice University. 
 

2007 Book People of the Dream named American Sociological Association’s 
Section of Racial and Ethnic Minorities Oliver Cromwell Cox Award 

winner for book or article published in past two years that makes a  



distinguished and significant contribution to the elimination of racism. 

 
2007   Book People of the Dream named one of Choice magazine’s “Outstanding  

Academic Titles” for 2006. 

 
2007  George R. Brown Award for Superior Teaching, Rice University.  

 
2006  George R. Brown Prize for Excellence in Teaching, Rice University (the  
 University’s top teaching prize). 

 
2005 Book United by Faith featured as the cover story in Christianity Today magazine, 

volume 47, April, pages 32-43.  Special Section included the following related to 
the book: “All Churches Should be Multiracial,” Harder than Anyone Can 
Imagine,” and “Big Dream in Little Rock.” 

  
2003  George R. Brown Award for Superior Teaching, Rice University.  

 
2001  Distinguished Book Award, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, for  

Divided by Faith: Evangelical Religion and the Problem of Race in America. 

 
2001 Invited Participant, The American Assembly on Racial Equality, Columbia 

University. New York, April 2001. 
 
2000 Book Divided by Faith featured as the cover story in Christianity Today  

magazine, volume 44, pages 34-49.  Special Section included the 
following related to the book: “Divided by Faith? Why a new book on 

race and evangelicals captured our attention,” “Color-Blinded. An 
excerpt from Divided by Faith,” and “We Can Overcome. A CT forum 
responds to the themes of Divided by Faith.”  

 
1997- Young Scholar in North American Religion, Center for the Study of Religion and 

1999 American Culture, IUPUI and Pew Charitable Trusts.   
 

1992 St. John's University Student Senate Award, for promotion of cultural pluralism 

on campus.  
 

1991 Finalist, The Charles M. Tiebout Competition in Regional Science, and invited to  
present submitted paper at Annual Meeting of Western Regional Science 
Association. 

 
1990. Honors Distinction, Ph.D. Comprehensive Examination, University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1990.  
 

1988- National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, Center for 

1991 Population Research Traineeship.  
 

1988 Gallagher Key Award (Top Student in Sociology), Loyola University of Chicago.  
 

1986- Loyola University of Chicago 

1988 Academic Merit Scholarships. 



 

 
ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP 

2012-present Founding Associate Editor, Sociology of Race and Ethnicity (American 
Sociological Association journal) 

 

2012-2014 Co-Developer, Urban Studies Program, Danish Institute for Study Abroad, 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 

 
2010-2014 Co-Founding Director, Kinder Institute for Urban Research, Rice 

University. 

 
2006-2010 Founding Director, Center on Race, Religion, and Urban Life, Rice 

University. 
 
2009-2012 Associate Chair, Department of Sociology, Rice University.  

 
2010-present Associate Editor, Sociology of Religion 

 
2009-present Editorial Board, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 
 

2008-2009 Chair, De Lange Conference planning committee.  International  
conference entitled, “Transforming the Metropolis: Creating Sustainable  
and Humane Cities.” 

 
2008-2009 Editorial Board, Rice University Press. 

 
2007-2009 Elected Chair-elect and Chair of the American Sociological Association’s 

Religion Section. 

 
2008  Organizer, Symposium on Multiracial Congregations, Journal for the 

Scientific Study of Religion. 
 
2007-2009 Senator, Rice Faculty Senate. 

 
2007, 2009 Interim Chair, Department of Sociology, Rice University 

 

2007-2008 Advisory Board, NYU Press Book Series on Qualitative Studies. 
 

2007  Nominations Committee, Society for the Scientific Society of Religion.  
 

2007-2009 Publications Committee, Association of the Sociology of Religion. 
 
2007  Center for Houston’s Future Leadership Forum. 

 
2007-2008 Rice Leaders Training Program. 

 
2002-2005 Elected Council Member, Racial and Ethnic Minorities Section of 

American Sociological Association. 



 

2000-2004 Elected Council Member, Religion Section of American Sociological 
Association. 

 

2003-2005 Elected Council Member, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. 
 

1998 Co-Organizer, director, and presenter, “Race, Ethnicity, and Diversity 
Conference,” Bethel College, 1998.  

 

1995-1996 Member, Sub-committee on Gambling Research, State of Minnesota.  
 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 Chair, Fifth Ward Community Redevelopment Corporation, 2011-2015. 

 
Member, Faculty Advisory Committee, Office of Faculty Development, Rice University. 

  
Member, Faculty Advisory Board, Boniuk Institute for the Study of Religious Tolerance. 
Member, Senate Working Group on Research and Scholarship. Produced report, 

Enhancing Research and Scholarship at Rice University, 2012-2014. 
  

Board Member, City of Houston, Department of Housing and Community Development, 
2011-2012. 
 

Board Member, Fifth Ward Community Redevelopment Corporation, 2009-2010. 
 

Board Member and Education Chair, Houston Coalition for Immigration Reform, 2008-
present. 
 

Board Member and Treasurer, Mosaic Learning Center, 2009-present. 
 

Faculty Senator, Rice University, 2007- 2009.   
 
 Co-Organizer and Facilitator, Houston Huddles, a project to bring Houston leaders 

together to find ways for greater racial/ethnic inclusion in business. 
 

Participant, Center for Houston’s Future Leadership Program, 2007. 
 
Center for Civic Engagement, Board Member, 2007-Present 

 
 Boniuk Center for Religious Tolerance, Board Member, 2006-2008. 

 
 Shell Center, Rice University, Operating Committee Member, 2005-2009. 
 

Faculty Advisor, Black Student Association 
 

Faculty Advisor, PAIR student group (serving refugees) 2006-2015.  
 



Member, Mayor’s Taskforce on International Travelers, City of Houston, 2006-2007. 

(Commissioned by mayor to recommend ways to streamline entry process for foreign 
visitors at the Houston Airport System.) 
 

Member and participant, Poverty and Justice Initiative, Rice University, 2005-2015. 
 

Faculty Advisor, Asian and Pacific Islander Students for Social Action 
student organization, 2002-2004. 
 

Black Graduate Students Association, Mentor, 2001 to 2002. 
 

 

 
SELECTED INVITED LECTURES (SINCE 2000) 

Emerson, Michael O. 2016. “What Kind of Cities are We Building and Why Does it 
Matter?” Baylor University (Feb. 2016) 

 
Emerson, Michael O. 2016. “Reconciling Divided Groups.” Evangelical Covenant 

Church Denominational Meeting, Chicago, IL (Feb. 2015). 
 
Emerson, Michael O. 2016. “The Soul of the City.” Project CURATE, Houston (Feb. 

2015). 
 
Emerson, Michael O. 2015. “No One Way Streets to Unity.” Mercer University (Macon, 

Georgia, Feb. 2015). 
 

Emerson, Michael O. 2015. “Developing Inclusive Diversity in Our Cities.” Association 
of Theological Schools (Feb. 2015). 
 

Emerson, Michael O. 2015. “A Tale of Cities: Houston, Copenhagen, and Our Urban 
Future.” International Conference on the Governance of Metropolis and the Development 

of Global Cities, Shanghai University (Jan. 2015). 
 
Emerson, Michael O. 2014. “Cities of Hope.” Gordon College, Massachusetts (Nov. 

2014). 
 

Emerson, Michael O. 2014. “Livable Cities,” “Sustainable Cities,” and “Market vs. 
People Cities.” Lecture Series, Danish Institute for Study Abroad, Copenhagen (Oct. 
2014).  

 
Emerson, Michael O. 2014. “Urban Transformations in Current Times.” Texas 

Community Development Association (Austin, Oct. 2014). 
 
Emerson, Michael O. 2014. “A Tale of 2 Cities: Comparing Houston and Copenhagen.” 

Houston Tomorrow Distinguished Speaker Series (September 2014). 
 

Emerson, Michael O. 2014. “Copenhagen Transportation.” Houston Tomorrow Ask the 
Expert Series (September 2014). 
 



Emerson, Michael O. 2014. “A Tale of Cities: Houston, Copenhagen, and Urban 
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Yancey, George, and Michael O. Emerson. 1999. “An Exploratory Study of the Effects of 

Bi-Racial Congregations on Choosing Assimilation or Pluralism.” Annual Meeting of the 
Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Boston (November). 
 

MacDonald, William, and Michael O. Emerson. 1999. “Testing Explanations of Racial 
Differences in Attitudes towards Euthanasia.” Annual Meeting of the American 

Sociological Association, Chicago (August). 
 
Yancey, George, and Michael O. Emerson. 1999. “The 1998 South Carolina Elections: 

An Analysis of Resistance to Racial Exogamy.” Annual Meeting of the Society for the 
Study of Social Problems, Chicago (August). 

 
Emerson, Michael O., Christian Smith, and David Sikkink. 1998. “Explaining of 
Black/White Inequality: The Case of White Conservative Protestants.” Annual Meeting 

of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco (August). 
 

Emerson, Michael O., and David Sikkink. 1997. What People Say, What People Do: 
Education, Racial Attitudes, and Racial Realities.” Annual Meeting of the American 
Sociological Association, Toronto (August). 

 
Emerson, Michael O. 1997. “Racial Inequality: Are the Views of Evangelicals Unique?” 

Annual Meeting of the Association for the Sociology of Religion, Toronto, (August). 
 

Emerson, Michael O., and Karen McKinney. 1997. “Other People’s Power.” Annual 

Meeting of the Collaboration Conference, Bloomington, MN (April). 
 

Emerson, Michael O. 1996. “Negotiating Race: American Evangelicals and an American 
Dilemma.” Annual Meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Nashville. 
 



Emerson, Michael O. 1996. “How To Overcome Racism: American Evangelical Beliefs 

and the Shaping of Racism Solutions.” Annual Meeting of the Association for the 
Sociology of Religion, New York City, 1996. 
 

David Sikkink, Christian Smith, Michael O. Emerson, Sally Gallagher and Paul Kennedy. 
1995. “Dimensions of Difference: Relative Positions in Bounded Social Space.” Annual 

Meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, St. Louis (November). 
 

Emerson, Michael O., and J. Clark Laundergan. 1995. “Characteristics of Minnesota 

Gamblers: 1990-1994."  Annual Meeting of the Conference on Gambling Research, St. 
Paul (September). 

 
Emerson, Michael O., and J. Clark Laundergan. 1994. “Do Minnesotans Like to Gamble? 
You Bet: Gambling Prevalence and Problem Gambling in 1990 and 1994." Plenary 

Session of Joint Meeting of Sociologists of Minnesota and the Great Plains Sociological 
Association (October). 

 
Emerson, Michael O. 1994. “The Etiology of Abortion Attitudes: World Views, Social 
Location, and Religion." Annual Meeting of the Southern Sociological Society, Raleigh, 

NC (April).  
 

Emerson, Michael O. 1992. “The Emergence of an Underclass: A Theory of Separate 
Spheres." Annual Meeting of the Southern Sociological Society, New Orleans (April). 

 

Emerson, Michael O., and Fred Hall. 1991. “The Urban Underclass: A New 
Measurement Model." Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, 

Cincinnati (August). 
 
Emerson, Michael O. 1990. “The Role of Migration in Concentrating the Black Poor in 

Central Cities." Annual Meeting of the Population Association of America, Toronto 
(April). 

 
 

CONFERENCE SESSIONS ORGANIZED, PRESIDED, OR SERVED AS 

DISCUSSANT OR CRITIC 
Critic, Author Meet Critic Session, Faith, Family, and Filipino American Community 

Life, by Stephen Cherry, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Indianapolis, Oct. 
31-Nov. 2, 2014. 
 

Discussant, Race, Congregations, and Worship, Association for the Sociology of 
Religion, San Francisco, CA, August 13-15 

 
Organizer and Presider, Highlighting Houston: Studying an Emerging Global City, Urban 
Affairs Association, San Francisco, CA, April 3-6, 2013. 

 
Critic, Author Meet Critic Session, Worship across the Racial Divide, by Gerardo Marti, 

Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Phoenix, Nov 9-11, 2012. 
 



Organizer and Presider, The Racial Wealth Gap and Its Implications, American 

Sociological Association, Chicago, Aug. 2011. 
 
Organizer and Presider, Research featuring the Panel Study of American Religion and 

Ethnicity, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Denver, Oct. 2009. 
 

Critic, Author Meets Critic Session, Faith Makes Us Live: Surviving and Thriving in the 
Haitian Diaspora, by Margarita Mooney, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, 
Denver, Oct. 2009. 

 
Presider, Religion, Consumption, and Money, American Sociological Association, 

Boston, Aug. 2008. 
 
Organizer for Thematic Session, Urban Labor/Work and Religion, Annual Meeting of the 

American Sociological Association, Boston, Aug. 2008. 
 

Organizer, Religion and the Changing Face of American Civic Life, Society for the 
Scientific Study of Religion, Oct. 2008. 
 

Convener, Race and Religious Communities, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, 
Tampa, Florida, Nov 2-4, 2007. 

  
Presider, Religion and Culture, Annual Meeting of the American Sociological 
Association, New York, Aug. 2007. 

 
Program Chair, Religious Research Association annual meeting, Portland, OR, Nov. 

2006.  
 
Organizer and Convener, Author Meets Critic, A Mosaic of Believers: Diversity and 

Innovation in a Multiethnic Church, Religious Research Association annual meeting, 
Portland, OR, Nov. 2006.  

 
New Developments in the Study of Multiracial Congregations, Presider and Discussant, 
Religious Research Association annual meeting, Rochester, NY, Nov. 2005. 

 
Organizer, joint session on race and religion (for Racial and Ethnic Minorities and 

Religion Sections), ASA, San Francisco, August 2004. 
 
The Invisible Caring Hand: American Congregations and the Provision of Welfare. 2003. 

Author Meets Critics session, Annual Meeting of the Association for the Sociology of 
Religion. Atlanta.  

 
Risking Dialogue on Religion and Race. Organizer, Presider, Discussant. 2002. Annual 
Meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. Salt Lake City, UT. 

 
New Perspectives on Religion and Civic Involvement. Discussant. 2002. Annual Meeting 

of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. Salt Lake City, UT.  
 
Religion and Adolescent Life Outcomes. Presided. 2002. Annual Meeting of the 

Association for the Sociology of Religion. Chicago, IL. 



 

Futures of Urban Religion: New Forms, New Faiths, New Seekers.  
Organized/Presided. 2001. Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association. 
Anaheim, CA. 

 
Asian Immigrants and Religion. Presided. 2001. Annual Meeting of the Society for the 

Scientific Study of Religion. Columbus, OH. 
 
Multiethnic Congregations. Organized. 2000. Annual Meeting of the Society for the 

Scientific Study of Religion. Houston, TX. 
 

Religion, Migration, and Identity. Discussant. 1999. Annual Meeting of the American 
Sociological Association, Chicago, IL. 
 

Religion, Migration, and Identity. Presided. 1999. Annual Meeting of the American 
Sociological Association, Chicago, IL. 

 
Religion and Asian Identity. Organized/Presided. 1999. Annual Meeting of the 
Association for the Sociology of Religion, Chicago, IL. 

 
Religion and Ethnicity, Organized/Presided. 1999. Annual Meeting of the Association for 

the Sociology of Religion, Chicago, IL. 
 


