
Application for Admission
Doctor of Ministry

The following are procedures for completing the application process. 
Below are the requirements and/or prerequisites for admittance.
The doctor of ministry program is designed for ministry professionals to continue to learn and grow without having to leave their ministry context 
(representing a minimum of 48 semester-units earned). You must be in a ministerial leadership position and have a minimum of three years in full-time 
ministry experience after receiving an MDiv or MA degree. In addition, you must have successfully completed a seminary course in Biblical Greek or 
Biblical Hebrew. (This requirement may be met through a course in the DMin program.)

All Applicants
o Completed and signed application for admission, including:

o Religious autobiography

o Additional application questions

o A $75 nonrefundable application fee

o Submission of official transcripts from all post-secondary schools attended, including a transcript showing an ATS-accredited master of divinity degree 
or its educational equivalent, or a master of arts degree in theology, religion, theological education, etc., with a cumulative graduate grade point average 
of 3.0 or above.

o Three references (forms provided):
a. One from a pastor or denominational leader. (If you are non-denominational, this is someone who either is a supervisor or serves as a pastor to you.)
b. One from a professional peer or supervisor in current ministry. (This cannot be someone that you supervise.)
c. One from a professional peer or one academic. (“Academic” means seminary professor; however, an academic reference can only be used if the 

recommender served as your professor less than 5 years ago. “Professional” means someone who is a professional peer or a supervisor; this cannot 
be someone that you supervise.) 

Non-Native English Speakers
o If your native language is not English or your medium of instruction for all post-secondary education is not English, you must either submit an official

Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) score of at least 600 (paper), 250 (computer), or 100 (Internet) taken within the past two years or the
International English Language Testing System (IELTS), Academic Format, with a minimum score of 7.0 taken within the past two years.

U.S. Permanent Residents 
o If you are a permanent resident of the United States, you must submit a copy of your permanent resident card (green card) to the Seminary Admission. 

Essays
Please enclose your typed statements, following the instructions on the application. Please label each essay and put your name on the top-right corner of 
each page.

Transcripts
Degree-seeking applicants must submit official transcripts of all undergraduate and graduate institutions attended (even if the work appears as transfer 
credit on another transcript) and have them sent to the Office of Seminary Admission. If transcripts are sent to you, you need to submit them unopened 
to the Office of Seminary Admission at the address listed on the following page. For a transcript to be considered official, an official copy must arrive to 
the Office of Seminary Admission in a sealed envelope from the issuing institution.

Photocopies, scanned copies, faxes, and printouts from student information websites will not be accepted as official.



References
References must be submitted on the provided reference forms.

• A pastoral or denominational leader reference should come from a church or parachurch leader in full-time ministry to whom you are
spiritually accountable. If you are a pastor, this could be a denominational leader, area supervisor, etc. This reference should also know you
well, for a minimum of 1 year, and have been in close contact with you within the past 2 years.

• A professional peer or supervisor reference should come from a professional peer or supervisor in current ministry.
• Professional/academic reference should either come from a supervisor or professional peer in a religious or secular setting, or a professor with

whom you have taken classes within the past 5 years. References should know you well for a minimum of 1 year. A professional reference
should also have been in close contact with you within the past 2 years.

Please do the following for reference forms:
1. Complete the “Instructions to the Applicant” section, including checking whether you agree to waive access to the evaluation under the

Family Education Rights & Privacy Act of 1974.
2. Distribute the forms to the referees.
3. Referees may email the completed reference forms to semadmissions@northpark.edu or enclose them in a sealed envelope with the referee’s

signature on the flap of the envelope and send directly to the Seminary Admission office.

The following references are not acceptable:
• References from neighbors, friends, relatives, personal therapists, or employees who report directly to you
• References from those who have known you less than 1 year

Contacting Admissions
If you need further information or have any questions concerning any part of the application process, please feel free to contact the Office of Seminary 
Admission by mail, phone, or e-mail:

Office of Seminary Admission 
North Park Theological Seminary 
3225 West Foster Avenue, Box 14 
Chicago, IL 60625

(773) 244-6229 
semadmissions@northpark.edu 
www.northpark.edu/seminary

Personal Information
(Please type or print)

Full  legal name                        

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
First           Middle          Last

Preferred first name _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other full names on previous records _________________________________________________________________________________________

o Female oMale

Social Security Number (if applicable):  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Current postal address  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Permanent address (if different than current address) _____________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Daytime phone _________________________________________ Evening phone _______________________________________________

Cell phone  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Date of birth ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Place of birth ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Citizenship
o U.S. citizen o U.S. citizen living abroad

o Other citizenship ______________________________________ o Dual citizenship ____________________________________________

If you are not a U.S. citizen, provide the following and scan and email a copy of your document to semadmissions@northpark.edu.

Alien Registration Number _________________________________________________________________________________________________

VISA Classification/Type __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Expiration Date __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ethnicity and Race
Do you wish to be identified as Hispanic/Latino?  o Yes o No

Regardless of your answer to the previous question, if you wish to be identified with a particular group, please check one or more of the following:

o American Indian or Alaska Native o Asian o Black or African American

o Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander oWhite

Marital and Family Information
o Single oMarried, date of marriage _______________________________ o Previously married/separated

Spouse’s full name  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Spouse’s date of birth  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Spouse’s education and employment __________________________________________________________________________________________

Children: names, dates of birth, gender  _______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Employment History
Please list your employment history during the past 5 years, beginning with the most recent.

Job title    Employer   City    State/Providence or Nation    Begin Date  End Date

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever been convicted of, entered a plea for, or do you have felony charges pending against you?  o Yes  o No

If “Yes,” please attach an explanation that includes the charge or pending charge, the court, the date of conviction, and the disposition of the case. 
Please also send a stamped, certified copy of the court file to the address below.

Office of Seminary Admission 
North Park Theological Seminary 
3225 West Foster Avenue, Box 14 
Chicago, IL 60625



Current Ministry
What is your current denominational affiliation? ________________________________________________________________________________

(Please be as specific as possible, e.g., Presbyterian Church of America or PCUSA, rather than simply “Presbyterian.”)

Name of church/organization  _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Position held  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Years in full time ministry __________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you are a licensed minister, name of licensing body and year  _____________________________________________________________________

If you are ordained, name of ordaining body and year  ____________________________________________________________________________

Academic Background
All doctor of ministry applicants must submit official transcripts of all undergraduate and graduate academic work. In the following section, please list 
all institutions attended. Attach additional pages if necessary.

Name of school       State/Country      Dates Attended    Degree

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My cumulative graduate grade point average (GPA) is at least 3.0 on a 4.0 grading scale. o Yes o No o Unsure

Please explain: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Language Survey
What is your native language________________________________________________________________________________________________

Was English the medium of instruction at all post-secondary institution(s) attended? o Yes  o No

Have you ever been refused admission to, suspended by, dismissed from, or on academic or disciplinary probation at a school or seminary?
o Yes o No  If yes, please explain on a separate piece of paper.

References and Influencers
Only list names for those references you are required to submit.

Name Email Phone

Pastoral reference:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Professional reference:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Academic reference:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

What person(s) most influenced your decision to apply to North Park? 
Name       Email Phone       Check if North Park student or alum

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  o

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  o

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  o



Essays
Religious Autobiography
Please type and attach your response to the statement below. Please compose your response so that it accurately demonstrates your ability to 
communicate clearly in written English. Your response should also convey an accurate current representation of yourself and your Christian experiences.

Reflect on your past Christian experience, including the most significant spiritual event or influence in your life, the role of Christ in your religious 
experience, and the effect your faith has on your worldview, your involvement in Christian service, your perceived gifts or calling for ministry, and 
your reason(s) for attending your church. (minimum 250 words; maximum 500 words)

Additional Application Questions
a. Statement of experience. The purpose of the doctor of ministry degree is to enhance the practice of ministry for persons engaged in ministerial

leadership. Describe your ministry experience, including names and nature of ministry, dates/years and position. Briefly evaluate your personal
ministry, identifying perceived strengths and areas needing improvement.(Approximately 250 words in length)

b. Statement of purpose. Describe a core ministry passion or need that has prompted your interest in the doctor of ministry Program. How do
you hope the program will address this concern? (Approximately 250 words in length)

c. Submit a 5 page paper based on the article “The Church as Missional Community” by Darrell Guder. (see Writing Sample Requirement).
d. Please check one:

o I am applying to the 48-unit DMin track - Required Prerequisite Degree: MDiv
o I am applying to the 60-unit DMin track - Required Prerequisite Degree: MA degree in theology, religion, theological education, etc.

Acknowledgement 
By signing and dating below, I acknowledge the following:

1. Once submitted, the application and all supporting documents become the property of North Park Theological Seminary and will not be returned
to me.

2. I certify that this application form was completed by me and that information provided by me is true, correct, and complete. I understand that any
misrepresentation, falsification, or material omission of information in any part of my application for admission, or orally during a pre-admission
interview (if applicable) may result in me being denied admission, or if already admitted, being dismissed.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature Date

Optional Question:
How did you first hear about North Park?  _____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Pastoral Reference Form
Doctor of Ministry

Instructions to the Applicant
Please complete the following before distributing the form.

Applicant’s name  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of birth  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NOTE: The following references are not acceptable:
• References from neighbors, friends, relatives, personal therapists, or employees who report directly to the applicant
• References from those who have known the applicant less than 1 year

TO THE APPLICANT: I understand this evaluation is to be received and maintained in confidence by North Park Theological Seminary for admission 
and consideration for graduate status. The Family Education and Privacy Act of 1974 provides the applicant the right of access to information provided 
by their references after the application has been accepted and the applicant has enrolled at North Park Theological Seminary. The law also allows the 
applicant the privilege to waive the right of access, an action which may enhance the integrity of recommendations and references. No school, however, 
can require an applicant to sign such a waiver, nor can it discriminate in any way against any applicant who does not waive his or her right to access.

o I agree to waive access to this reference evaluation. o I do not agree to waive access to this reference evaluation.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature Date

Instructions to the Recommender
The applicant named above has applied for admission to North Park Theological Seminary and has requested that you provide a reference. We would be 
grateful if you would give your frank evaluation of the applicant by responding to the following questions.

North Park Theological Seminary is a professional graduate school which strives to prepare men and women for various forms of Christian ministry. 
Each applicant is evaluated using several criteria, including Christian experience, personal character, academic record and potential, ministerial promise, 
and references.

Please note above whether the applicant has agreed, or has not agreed, to waive access to your reference evaluation.

Please email form to semadmissions@northpark.edu or mail to: North Park Theological Seminary Admissions, Box 14, 3225 West Foster Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60625. Be sure to retain a copy for yourself. If mailing this form, please be sure to sign and seal the flap of the envelope.

To Be Completed by the Recommender
Relationship to the Applicant
How long have you known the applicant? (Years, months) _________________________________________________________________________

How well do you know the applicant? o Casually  o Well  o Very Well

Check the context(s) in which you know the applicant:
o As a member/attender of my church where I am in leadership
o As a colleague in ministry leadership
o As an employee under my supervision
o As a student in o one or o more than one college or graduate school course
o Other (please specify) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Assessment of Applicant’s Abilities
How would you rate this individual compared to others who have applied to graduate school?
o Top 10% o Top 20% o Top 30% o Top 40% o Top 50% o Below 50% o Can’t assess

Is the applicant’s scholastic record, as you know it, an accurate reflection of the quality and range of his/her skills and competencies?
o Yes o No  If you choose “No,” please attach an explanatory statement.



Please check the following descriptions that apply to the candidate:
Below average Average Above average Unknown

Social appropriateness o o o o o	 o
Emotional stability  o o o o o	 o
Personal maturity o o o o o	 o
Composure o o o o o	 o
Cooperation o o o o o	 o
Teamwork o o o o o	 o
Responsibility o o o o o	 o
Initiative  o o o o o	 o
Communication o o o o o	 o
Articulateness o o o o o	 o
Creative instinct o o o o o	 o
Academic potential  o o o o o	 o
Critical thinking skills  o o o o o	 o
Leadership qualities  o o o o o	 o
Professional ability  o o o o o	 o
Spiritual maturity o o o o o	 o
Church involvement  o o o o o	 o
Parachurch involvement (if applicable) o o o o o	 o

Personal Evaluation of the Applicant
(Attach additional pages if necessary.)

The special assets this applicant has for graduate study and the ministry are:

If this candidate is admitted to North Park, his/her chief need for personal development or improvement will be:

Additional comments:

Recommendation
(Must be completed by the recommender)

Please check one of the following:
o Recommend with enthusiasm for admission o Recommend for admission
o Recommend, but with reservation o Do not recommend for admission

Name of recommender (please print or type) ___________________________________________________________________________________

Position or job title _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of church, organization, business, or institution ____________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Office phone  ___________________________________________  Home/Mobile _______________________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature Date

Please check if you are a o North Park faculty member o North Park alum (Degree and year of graduation: ______________________)



Academic/Professional 
Reference Form
Doctor of Ministry

Instructions to the Applicant
Please complete the following before distributing the form.

Applicant’s name  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of birth  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: The following references are not acceptable:
• References from neighbors, friends, relatives, personal therapists, or employees who report directly to the applicant
• References from those who have known the applicant less than 1 year

TO THE APPLICANT: I understand this evaluation is to be received and maintained in confidence by North Park Theological Seminary for admission 
and consideration for graduate status. The Family Education and Privacy Act of 1974 provides the applicant the right of access to information provided 
by their references after the application has been accepted and the applicant has enrolled at North Park Theological Seminary. The law also allows the 
applicant the privilege to waive the right of access, an action which may enhance the integrity of recommendations and references. No school, however, 
can require an applicant to sign such a waiver, nor can it discriminate in any way against any applicant who does not waive his or her right to access.

o I agree to waive access to this reference evaluation. o I do not agree to waive access to this reference evaluation.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature Date

Instructions to the Recommender
The applicant named above has applied for admission to North Park Theological Seminary and has requested that you provide a reference. We would be 
grateful if you would give your frank evaluation of the applicant by responding to the following questions.

North Park Theological Seminary is a professional graduate school which strives to prepare men and women for various forms of Christian ministry. 
Each applicant is evaluated using several criteria, including Christian experience, personal character, academic record and potential, ministerial promise, 
and references.

Please note above whether the applicant has agreed, or has not agreed, to waive access to your reference evaluation.

Please email form to semadmissions@northpark.edu or mail to: North Park Theological Seminary Admissions, Box 14, 3225 West Foster Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60625. Be sure to retain a copy for yourself. If mailing this form, please be sure to sign and seal the flap of the envelope.

To Be Completed by the Recommender
Relationship to the Applicant
How long have you known the applicant? (Years, months) _________________________________________________________________________

How well do you know the applicant? o Casually  o Well  o Very Well

Check the context(s) in which you know the applicant:
o As a member/attender of my church where I am in leadership
o As a colleague in ministry leadership
o As an employee under my supervision
o As a student in o one or o more than one college or graduate school course
o Other (please specify) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Assessment of Applicant’s Abilities
How would you rate this individual compared to others who have applied to graduate school?
o Top 10% o Top 20% o Top 30% o Top 40% o Top 50% o Below 50% o Can’t assess

Is the applicant’s scholastic record, as you know it, an accurate reflection of the quality and range of his/her skills and competencies?
o Yes o No  If you choose “No,” please attach an explanatory statement.



Please check the following descriptions that apply to the candidate:
Below average Average Above average Unknown

Social appropriateness o o o o o	 o
Emotional stability  o o o o o	 o
Personal maturity o o o o o	 o
Composure o o o o o	 o
Cooperation o o o o o	 o
Teamwork o o o o o	 o
Responsibility o o o o o	 o
Initiative  o o o o o	 o
Communication o o o o o	 o
Articulateness o o o o o	 o
Creative instinct o o o o o	 o
Academic potential  o o o o o	 o
Critical thinking skills  o o o o o	 o
Leadership qualities  o o o o o	 o
Professional ability  o o o o o	 o
Spiritual maturity o o o o o	 o
Church involvement  o o o o o	 o
Parachurch involvement (if applicable) o o o o o	 o

Personal Evaluation of the Applicant
(Attach additional pages if necessary.)

The special assets this applicant has for graduate study and the ministry are:

If this candidate is admitted to North Park, his/her chief need for personal development or improvement will be:

Additional comments:

Recommendation
(Must be completed by the recommender)

Please check one of the following:
o Recommend with enthusiasm for admission o Recommend for admission
o Recommend, but with reservation o Do not recommend for admission

Name of recommender (please print or type) ___________________________________________________________________________________

Position or job title _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of church, organization, business, or institution ____________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Office phone ___________________________________________  Home/Mobile _______________________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature Date

Please check if you are a o North Park faculty member o North Park alum (Degree and year of graduation: ______________________)



Academic/Professional 
Reference Form
Doctor of Ministry

Instructions to the Applicant
Please complete the following before distributing the form.

Applicant’s name  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of birth  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: The following references are not acceptable:
• References from neighbors, friends, relatives, personal therapists, or employees who report directly to the applicant
• References from those who have known the applicant less than 1 year

TO THE APPLICANT: I understand this evaluation is to be received and maintained in confidence by North Park Theological Seminary for admission 
and consideration for graduate status. The Family Education and Privacy Act of 1974 provides the applicant the right of access to information provided 
by their references after the application has been accepted and the applicant has enrolled at North Park Theological Seminary. The law also allows the 
applicant the privilege to waive the right of access, an action which may enhance the integrity of recommendations and references. No school, however, 
can require an applicant to sign such a waiver, nor can it discriminate in any way against any applicant who does not waive his or her right to access.

o I agree to waive access to this reference evaluation. o I do not agree to waive access to this reference evaluation.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature Date

Instructions to the Recommender
The applicant named above has applied for admission to North Park Theological Seminary and has requested that you provide a reference. We would be 
grateful if you would give your frank evaluation of the applicant by responding to the following questions.

North Park Theological Seminary is a professional graduate school which strives to prepare men and women for various forms of Christian ministry. 
Each applicant is evaluated using several criteria, including Christian experience, personal character, academic record and potential, ministerial promise, 
and references.

Please note above whether the applicant has agreed, or has not agreed, to waive access to your reference evaluation.

Please email form to semadmissions@northpark.edu or mail to: North Park Theological Seminary Admissions, Box 14, 3225 West Foster Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60625. Be sure to retain a copy for yourself. If mailing this form, please be sure to sign and seal the flap of the envelope.

To Be Completed by the Recommender
Relationship to the Applicant
How long have you known the applicant? (Years, months) _________________________________________________________________________

How well do you know the applicant? o Casually  o Well  o Very Well

Check the context(s) in which you know the applicant:
o As a member/attender of my church where I am in leadership
o As a colleague in ministry leadership
o As an employee under my supervision
o As a student in o one or o more than one college or graduate school course
o Other (please specify) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Assessment of Applicant’s Abilities
How would you rate this individual compared to others who have applied to graduate school?
o Top 10% o Top 20% o Top 30% o Top 40% o Top 50% o Below 50% o Can’t assess

Is the applicant’s scholastic record, as you know it, an accurate reflection of the quality and range of his/her skills and competencies?
o Yes o No  If you choose “No,” please attach an explanatory statement.



Please check the following descriptions that apply to the candidate:
Below average Average Above average Unknown

Social appropriateness o o o o o	 o
Emotional stability  o o o o o	 o
Personal maturity o o o o o	 o
Composure o o o o o	 o
Cooperation o o o o o	 o
Teamwork o o o o o	 o
Responsibility o o o o o	 o
Initiative  o o o o o	 o
Communication o o o o o	 o
Articulateness o o o o o	 o
Creative instinct o o o o o	 o
Academic potential  o o o o o	 o
Critical thinking skills  o o o o o	 o
Leadership qualities  o o o o o	 o
Professional ability  o o o o o	 o
Spiritual maturity o o o o o	 o
Church involvement  o o o o o	 o
Parachurch involvement (if applicable) o o o o o	 o

Personal Evaluation of the Applicant
(Attach additional pages if necessary.)

The special assets this applicant has for graduate study and the ministry are:

If this candidate is admitted to North Park, his/her chief need for personal development or improvement will be:

Additional comments:

Recommendation
(Must be completed by the recommender)

Please check one of the following:
o Recommend with enthusiasm for admission o Recommend for admission
o Recommend, but with reservation o Do not recommend for admission

Name of recommender (please print or type) ___________________________________________________________________________________

Position or job title _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of church, organization, business, or institution ____________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Office phone ___________________________________________  Home/Mobile _______________________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature Date

Please check if you are a o North Park faculty member o North Park alum (Degree and year of graduation: ______________________)



Ministry Reflection Paper

Writing Sample Requirements
The purpose of this paper is to assess the academic writing and critical thinking ability of potential Doctor of Ministry students.

Write a 5-page paper based on the article “The Church as Missional Community” by Darrell Guder. Taken from Community of the Word by Mark 
Husbands and Daniel J. Treier. Copyright ©2005 by Mark Husbands and Daniel J. Treier. Used by permission of InterVarsity Press, PO Box 1400, 
Downers Grove, IL 60515. www.ivpress.com.

In this paper interact with this article by:
• Stating Guder’s main argument(s)
• Critiquing his thoughts (both positively and negatively)
• Engaging content in light of your personal ministry context
• Demonstrating your interaction with this article through brief quotes and citing portions of the paper, including footnotes and a bibliography
• Citing other sources as well to further develop your thoughts

If you have any questions regarding this writing sample requirement please contact the Office of Seminary Admission at semadmissions@northpark.edu 
or (773) 244-6229.
























